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INTRODUCTION

Globally, internal conflicts of different sorts have remained the most devastating incidence
destabilizing growth and development especially in developing societies. In Africa, majority of
the internal conflicts that have exacerbated retrogression on the continent usually tend to arise as a
result of many factors ranging from the external influences on the state, prevailing poor
governance and autocratic leadership, challenge of state formation, prebendalism, ethnicity, socio-
economic and religious dynamics that shape political calculations and resource contestations.
Thus, while we are not oblivious of the fact that the aforementioned challenges, to some extent,
manifest in some other continents of the world, mismanagement and misapplication of same for
individualistic purposes in Africa has deteriorated security conditions in most of the states in
Africa.

Indeed, conflicts between farmers and nomadic herders have been a common feature of
economic livelihood in West Africa (Tonah, 2006). For instance, Blench, (2010) explained that
conflicts resulting from cattle grazing have existed for as long as the practice of agriculture. This
Tsuwa er al (2015) argued saw the increasing manifestation of farmers-nomadic herders’ violence
in the last four decades in West Africa which seems to be attributed to scarcity of the resource
needed by the duo. Tonah (2006) posited that since the Sahelian drought of the 1970s and 1980s,
and the accompanying migration of a huge number of pastoralists into the fringes of the humid
fores! zone of West Africa, there has been a massive increase of the incidence of farmers-herders
conflict. We can also argue that in recent times, the arms flow from the wars in the Arab States

and aclf. of terror has exacerbated the flow of both arms and mercenaries that perpetrate farmers-
herders’ conflicts in Nigeria.

. 5 4 5 . 3 . o 1Y 5 r
Historically, the herders in Nigeria have tried to utilize their influence at the national levels ©
governance 1o

outside their re Ci'gmlln ogislations that will give them control over land for e/ P96s

Sttt s grazii rll'a ocation. For instance, the Northern Nigeria's Legislative Asscufh »)»ri:"l he

whole of the nol_gm:: in an attempt to provide lands for the nomadic Fulani hcr«!crs rrlt_nf-ut. ‘most

states in Northern N'l region. Although the act was not sustained following the ul'ahl ity byl
'BeMa to ensure the designation of lands for this purpose, the ideal 0
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qme polilicized and conﬁi.d‘crcrtllﬂlu_s‘ l'he‘ quuzl l:; Enuscl? communities with different occupation

cially farmers communities. This -nu.n.a.sf. the suspicion hc'lwccn the state, herders and non
¢s ders especially those smle.s which have majority of its population as farmers.
hcsincc 1999 when Nigeria relume'd to the leag'ue of civilized countries under democratic

cemance, the lltfdﬁfs-l'anneﬁ conflicts have continued to spread and indeed appeared to have
gui hiened insecurity in the country. Fasona and Omojola (2005) contended that of conflicts and
mhir forms of unrest reported in the nor!hern region of Nigeria between 1991 and 2005, farmers-
herders conflicts accounted for ?}5%. It is wont to argue.that, these conflicts have snowballed to
other regions of the country with the north central region becoming the major theatre of war
within the last four years. We can also argue thflt, the casualties of these confrontations usually go
beyond the impact on f; armers -and herders l_)ut it always has other undertones that affect the whole
oamut of the socio-economic life of the society.
" As stated above, the north central region of Nigeria seems to be the hotbed of farmers-herders
conflict. More specifically, Benue state appears to have recorded the highest number of
incidences of farmers-herders violence in recent times. In 2011, conflicts between farmers and
Fulani pastoralists in Benue State left two soldiers, some 50 men, women, and children dead
(Daka, 2011). Also, on February, 2016, over 200 persons were reported killed and houses razed in
Akwu village in Agatu Local Government Area of Benue State by suspected Fulani herdsmen
(Adoyi, 2016). Meanwhile, the violence has continued unabated since the inception of the present
administration, with over 2,000 persons displaced and not less than 100 seriously injured (Duru,
2016).

Following from the above, it is important to note that the farmers-herders violence has
assumed devastating dimension in Benue state. It has affected local government areas such as
Agatu, Buruku, Tarka, Kwande, Logo, Makurdi, and Guma. In these local governments, the
attackers usually invade the settlements, sack the people, destroy their property and farm lands,
and by extension breach the security of the state. In some communities, they occupy the areas
after chasing away the original dwellers. This chapter therefore examined the link between
nomadism, rural violence and the extent it poses threat to the security of the Nigerian state with
specific reference to the rising cases of violent confrontations between suspected Fulani herders
and farmers in Benue state.

THEORETICAL EXPLANATION

The Nigerian security woes, especially in the last two decades, could be analyzed from variety of
theoretical standpoint. Thus, this can be attributed to seemingly multitudes of systemic challenges
responsible for the present security fiasco in Nigeria. We are not oblivious of this plethora of
problems. However, in this study we adopted eco-violence theory. We are guided with the fact
that the extent to which a political system responds to environmental challenges and other related
security issues remains vital in its ability to maintaining peace and stability. Thus, disconnect
between the Ni gerian elite and the people coupled with socio-economic, religious and ethnic crisis
have prompted other forms of conflicts.
The eco-violence theory as developed by (Homer-Dixon and Blitt, 1998 and expandffd by

Hﬁlfler-Dixon, 1999; Soysa, 2002) among others, hinged on the assumption that scarcily of
environmental resources such as fresh water, crop land, forests, that are essential to agricultural
pmdUCIipn has the tendency to trigger conflicts. The issue of environmental pressure as & f‘)"”";e
Z‘lfl gg::{ll::il revolve§ largely around resource degr_adalion and resource sc;:rc.ily (5(]{)"_5“15' 32?1'(;!;‘:

tio dis: that environmental concerns ha_vc rapidly become matters of hl_gh po T:En‘u resource

= Du]rsc on dev?‘lop!nel_'nt and peace is dominated by questions regqrdulg g‘f‘:i | contlict by

aggravi'ti n fact, a shrinking resource pie” is supposedly fueling violent .:;: 4 Blitt (1998)
Cﬂntﬁndeg%h strz;:ncd social re]au_cms (Sgysa, 2002). Thus, H(Jlllel“-[)lx‘(l)}lll] b
the increasingtt:u;gccurwnce of this scarcity, especially in the developing ¢

er of conflicts in these regions.

accounts for
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According to Homer-Dixon (1999: 30):

Decreases in the quality and quantity .ol' rcncwat?lc resources, population gr‘ow{h. and unequal
resource access act singly or in various combma.llons to increase the scarcity, for certain
population groups, of cropland, water, forests, and'flsh. This can reduce economic productivity,
both for the local groups experiencing the scarcity and for the larger n=..-g|on.a| and nationa|
economies. The affected people may migrate or be expelled to new lands. M.|gral|ng groups often
trigger cthnic conflicts when they move to new areas, while decreases in wealth can cause
deprivation and conflicts.

We can deduce from here that the scarcity endangered by ecological factors such as drought,
and general climate changes indicates that the encroachment that comes as a result of these tends
o increase pressure on land and water resources that are Iimited_. This pressure usually leads (o
competition which in tune results to conflicts between the groups involved. As Rakigh and Urder|
(2009) observed, fresh water scarcity or pollution appears to exert strong effects increasing the
risk of conflict. Certain parts of the North which is the main abode of herders have been
experiencing continuous reduction in rainfall and an increase in the rate of dryness and heat which
makes it a fast growing arid environment with depletion on the amount of water and vegetation
due to the desert encroachment. This has led the Fulani herdsmen to constant migrations in search
of pastoral existence, hence into Benue State which is greatly endowed with both vegetation and
water resources.

Benue state is strategically located within the Benue valley with arable land and River Benue
that traverses the length and breadth of the state, making it appealing to farmers and cattle grazers.
Unfortunately, this natural blessing has become a source of death for some Benue indigenes that
are regularly invaded by suspected Fulani herdsmen. For instance, Audu, (2014) explained that in
March 2012-conflict between Fulani nomad and sedentary farmers in Gwer West Local
Government Area of Benue State left over 30 people dead. Earlier, the November 2011 conflicts
between farmers and Fulani nomad in Benue State, left two soldiers, some 50 men, women, and
children dead (Audu, 2014).

Thus, suspected Fulani nomads have unrepentantly inflicted monumental injuries and have
caused death to the rural people of Agatu, Buruku, Tarka, Kwande, Logo, Makurdi, and Guma
Local government areas of Benue State. Also, in the last few months, some Council areas like
Mbalagh, Mbadwen, Uvir, Ndzorov and Saghev in Makurdi and Guma Local Government Areas
have been horribly devastated. Consequently, persistent attacks by gangs of notorious herdsmen
affect the quantity of farm products which may lead to food scarcity in the state. It has also
compounded security situation in Nigeria and particularly Benue state since the conflict has
dcgcrlera-tcd from battle at the farm lands to a more devastating dimension of invasion of
communities and local governments in Benue State. .

Following from the above, the perennial conflicts between the farmers and the migrating
Fulani herdsmen in Benue state can be explained from the perspective of the struggle for survival
in lht_t midst of scarce resources. It can be noted that there seems to be a huge link between
scarcity, migration and rural violence in Nigeria. No doubt, the combination of these domestic
{]ﬁlzfls lclnds to have suslained. strain social relations among various ethnic groups in ngi'-maiuil
(201 6;05[::1 ‘110 :;I'Cquen! rural violence, especially in the last two decades. For instance, ?1‘:{()615'
violent & c¢ that during the past eight years, the Nigeria Watch database has recorded

caths related to cattle grazing, out of a total of over 61,000 violent fatalities in Nigeria.

CONCEPTUALIZING NOMADISM AND RURAL VIOLENCE :

E\l;?;e seresms to be numerous ethnographical commentaries and studies of nomads. W.lulc sczfucit:l

e resguré)ecuves centered on types, adaptations and mobility of the nomads arising from SL‘)‘E}HI:S )y

°°“t€mpor§:' cconomic llmllations and strain relationship (Szuchman, 2009; Msuya, ‘-tion%‘

between th Y VIeWs, especially in Nigeria, have dwelt mainly on persistent violent confronta i
€ nomads and sedentary communities (Audu, 2014; Sayne, 201 1; Olayoku, 2016). Thi
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an cpllﬂlc‘s hc‘l\\-'t“C‘ll I?L‘-“hf‘rs _:lntl I'ill'll‘litlp communities in seyerg|

Just like other concepls in social sciences, nomad of numm.lisrml- i

cholarly. efforts 10 achieve a generally aceepled definition Illlr-umu'" Qv ooncept snd
'mjudit‘fs that ulldt’ﬂl!lllt‘d the lllldcr.'ilzmdingr of the coneept se ‘l‘“‘ e e g
Szuchman, (3009) posited that allljuugh the word nomad ne i(lrtll:ls ti} h.;wc Py ks
mythic and mscru@hlc crca‘lures,.herccly independent and c,!(istil":cr sl lhc‘ oy o
civilized world, this romantic notion was not easily vanqui%hed l]’ir"}lllil;:df o
shed. » ONe can trace a long

i Western travelers and scl
iradition of _ scholars who perpetua
slong with a false binary state-nomad opposition perpetuated the myth of the stareless nomad,

Thus, Nomadism can be seen as a form of pastoralism in which lives
1o identify f_resh pastures on which to graze. Indeed ;
movement, In contrast with transhumance where s

culiarity is often not observed by several perspeciives, as a result, the term nomad is mainl
used for both, in historical cases where the regularity of movements is often unknown in ::Sn n?;:ley

On the other hand, "rural” has been defined in several perspectives. Pruitt, for insmncz, sug-
gests that it be defined by reference to “numerical measures such as population density and size of
population clusters” (cited Benson, 2016). In this regard, rural violence can be seen as the use of
Ph.‘/s'_cal force, which causes psychological hurt and material deprivation to others, especially
identify or category of people in specific locale. Rural violence manifests in many forms and
patterns in Nigeria. It could manifest in form of religious disturbances, communal crisis, ethnic
and socio-economic and political patterns. Rural violence undermines internal security. For
Nwanegbo and Odigbo (2013), internal security also implies freedom from danger to life and
prosperity.

However, in recent years, the spate of rural violence and its impacts on many communities in
Nigeria have become devastating. For instance, many communities in the Northern and Central
Nigeria and more specifically Benue State have been destroyed by herders-farmer clasheg. This
form of rural violence has metamorphosed into a sordid and heinous act of invasion of
communities in Benue State. This has increased people’s perception which in the opinion of
Tukur (2013) indicated that more often than not nomadic Fulani herders are perceived to be prone

to causing violence in rural communities.

re has been a dramar
na dramatic Upsurge in the number of
states and in Nigeria.

tock are herded in order
, nomads follow an irregular pattern of

casonal pastures are fixed. Though this

HERDERS-FARMERS VIOLENCE: THE lN'D'[CES -} N
j nting the present Nigerian state is insecurity. Insecunty has to
e e 1 i g . e people and the entire society (Nwanegbeo and

do with non-protection of lives and property of the pet ‘
Odigbo 20155). For them, the prevailing security crisis 15 not unconnected 0 1hhei cf;a “l(t;:sn (llgilg(r)l:;‘ld
colonial Nigeria tends to have retained colonial security architecture \»{ el i i
basically to forestall any form of revolt against the colonialists. Unfor‘t}l}nme { e
this security arrangement tends to have detac}hedl lth{: 5535? iflrt?l]l]i ::u:e Ogl-::ﬁering e
in whi complimentary role of collabo g
securiil:;hagﬂcpi]:splg a re?ult insecurity has continued (0 threaten peace and s y

stultifying development progress in Nigeria. , y .urrent phenom
Th{ls,gs:h;ligp(zoml)] eiplaincd that violent conﬂlctfs IP;:: :’;;Si;srf:me cv-:pr increas|
during the last two decades of Nigcria’s history. Part of th hat lead to these conflicts

ntations i
herders-farmers violence. It is worthy to note [tlllal’ -llll]fls:) fl?:r:g(;o protect themselves. E;:Jr u}bl[i?lt:.;
1S usually j where farmers dwell Wi X violent deaths relates

Sually in the rural areas Watch database has recorded 615 Nigeria (cited

uring the i the Nigeria | ¢ fatalities in \ o
ltle g’“iﬁzsitnelrﬁlr]zzlyfgg;nuniticsg, out of a total of over GI,UQO \linljlt:ri:lt:rs- farmers violence Were
" Olayoku, 2016). He further stated that 111 relevant cases 0% 5006 to May 201 4 (Ola)t{k‘u-
Teported by th ): Ko I the 36 states of Nigeria frmn'JlIIlt- o by cattle grazing, per .}w
). Figireselp;ﬁzs;(liol;sw show violent deaths in Nigeria gll:!\it:: Nigeria, by Stte cumulate
Uune 299 _ ~aused by cattle grazing
6-May 20 iolent deaths caused by

fi ay 2014) and violent

SUTCS (June 2006. May, 2014).

enon
sing
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1 Violent deaths in Nigerin cansed by eattle grazing, per year
v (June 2006-May 2014)

Abanhita numher of deatha N

LEL

7000

7010 2012 014

Ve

Source: Olayoku, (2016: 65)

Figure: (2) Violent deaths caused by cattle grazing in Nigeria, by state, cumulated figures
(June 2006-May 2014).

Absolute number of deaths by State -
o

g
2

Source: Olayoku, (2016: 70)

Essentially, scholars have attributed the causes of herders-farmers crisis (0 myriad ol "“:{J"I‘j]
contradictions and climate change. For instance, Audu, (2013); Sayne, (2011) and ’\.“du (I" veen
have separately argued that scarcity of freshwater appears to have induced conflict be

John Tor Tsuwa, Ph.D | johntortsuwa.edu.ng
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perders and farmers in the Northern Nigeria. Earlier, Ofuoku and Isife (2009) claborately outlined
several other contributing factors that cause and indeed have sustained conflicts between the
nomads and the farmers in Nigeria. Figure three (3) below shows causes of conflicts between

nomads and farmers in Nigeria:

Figure: 3 Causes of Conlflicts between Nomads and Farmers

S/N CAUSE FARMER NOMAD
e Mean Score Mean Score
Remark Remark
1. Destruction of Crops 3.4 major cause 3.2 major cause
2 Contamination of stream by cattle 3.3 major cause 2.5 major cause
3 Over-grazing of fallow land 2.8 major cause 1.8 major cause
4, Disregard for traditional authority 3.5 major cause 1.5 major cause
5. Sexual harassment of women by nomads 2.9 major cause 2.8 major cause
6. Harassment of nomads by host youths 3.1 major cause 3.4 major cause
s Indiscriminate defection by cattle on 2.1 major cause 2.9 major cause
roads
8. Theft of cattle 2.7 major cause 2.9 major cause
9 Stray cattle 2.9 major cause 3.3 major cause

10.  Indiscriminate busy burning 2.9 major cause 3.3 major cause

Source: Ofuoku and Isife (2009: 50)

As can be seen, causative factors seem numerous yet strategies and efforts at addressing the crisis
are obviously not in place. Thus, the conflict has evolved several patterns with seemingly poor
government suggestion for grazing routes. Over the years the crisis appears to have continued to
escalate endlessly. It is important to note that considering Nigeria’s heavy security burden arising
from Boko Haram onslaught, underestimating the danger associated with the trend of suspected
Fulani herders attack will spell doom to the existing fragile security system in Nigeria. More
importantly is to state that the failure of security agencies to fish out the perpetrators of this
dastardly act will only encourage more people to participate in this unholy act. The consequence
will be more conflict, more blood and more insecurity. This may perhaps earned Nigeria an
unenviable position of being one of the most unsafe Nations in the World.

HERDER- FARMER CONFLICT IN BENUE STATE: THE DYNAMICS

Benue State with the Food Basket status of the nation shows clearly that land and water resources
are core to the life of the Benue people. According to Tsuwa (2015), in all the 23 Local
Government Areas of the State, 80% of the rural dwellers are farmers, 15% are fishermen and the
remaining 5% are urban or semi urban based civil servants and those who carry out small scale
business. This account to why there are usually contestations over land and water resources in the
state. These contestations in some cases lead to communal conflicts between con1nu3n111es gnd
recently with the nomads that have change style, strategies and modus operandi of interacting
With communities in the state. :
Benue state seems to have experienced highest number of attacks by the suspected F_ulafu
herdsmen in the last few years. According to Ofuoku and Isife (2009) major sources of conflict in
the Benue Valley revealed that land matter accounted for the highest percentage (42.9) of
conflicts followed by politics (32.08%) and chieftaincy matters (28.3%) respectively. For thfl;I.
'eh percentage of conflicts arising from land disputes have to do with land matters and conflict
“Ween Fulani herdsmen and farmers over grazing land. Incidentally, land and water are “’f?f)f
¥ital to the sustenance of the Benue state economy. This is because Benue stale indigenes are
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mers. Agriculture contributes immcnﬂcl} to the growth and survival of (e
lies farm products 10 ncighlm.rmg states. ’ .

It is worthy to state here that the rcllaliunshtp hclvfc;:l: l‘hc hcir-{:::;inl':n' llcn.l;c Cnmlmuniucg
has changed significantly from a cprdml one of peaceful co-exis J t'; l((lisll € one in recepy
times. Tsuwa (2014) argued that hitherto, there were l}vu gTOUpS(iJ Illl ani herdsmen that came t
the State for grazing activities. The ﬁ.rsl was the resulet.n Fulani w 0 were .allmte::l portions oof
land and as such, they lived at the frmge§ of tI_1e farmmg_ Commumn-es with lhel_r wives ang
children. While the men tender the cattle with their male cl}:Idren, the wives extract juice ( Nono)
and moved around the villages to sale. This was the Fulanf s that mos-t’pcople grew up in Benye
State knowing up to the late 1990’s. Apart from this resxdent'FuIam s, there was the migrant
Fulani who came in with their cattle and family members during post harvest periods only
graze their cattle. They also came either through the resident Fulani or direct contact with ,
Eommunily leader. They retreat immediately cropping season commences. With these tw,
groups, conflicts emanating from grazing activities were amicably resolved between the herders
and the farming communities through traditional means.

However, this cordial relationship changed with strange arrival of the third wave of Fulani’s
with militia elements. The new Fulani’s that came into Benue state jettison the laid down
understanding between the previous two groups of Fulani’s and the communities. They arrived
without their family members and do not seek permission from community leaders before
invading their communities. Instead of carrying sticks as the former, they carry sophisticated
arms, again, instcad of coming in during the post harvest periods, this group invade the
communities throughout the year. As a result of this, Dzeka and Iornumbe (2006) citing Otem and
Bassey (2014) argued that in most times the Fulani herdsmen wonder into the fields during
planting season while their herds eat or trample on the tender crops due to the herdsmen’s lack of
attention or the cattle’s stray movement thereby arising tension and even violent conflict. The
Fulani’s considered their cattle as supreme and care less about human life and crops when his
cattle are involved. We can therefore argue that the desire of the herders to graze without boarders
and without considering the economic and food interest of the farmer is responsible for the
continuous conflict between the two. In fact, the recent pronouncement by Miyetti Allah Cattle
Breeders Association that their cattle desire the best of grazing anywhere in Nigeria (Newsweek
2016) shows the disregard of the herdsmen on land owners in Benue State.

It is also worthy to note that, the menace of nomad herders in Benue state is exacerbated by
the weak nature of the states capacity to tackle insecurity. The state does not have the capability to
confront armed insurrection of non-state actors because of the sophistication of non- state actors
above the state and the employment of guerrilla tactics by these groups against the state and its
citizenry. This is coupled with the weak economic base of the people of the state to develop their
lfmd which leaves a lot of land available for the nomads to assumed that they can invade without
litle résistance. As Tsuwa (2014) argued, the settlement pattern of the Benue people which
scparates the people by distance in the quest to create large portions of land for farming activities
has als:o affected the negatively. This is because it makes it difficult for collective security
Strategies as the distance between one household to another gives room for the herders to attack 2
single area without response from neighbours. It is wont to argue that the boko haram insurgence
Lf:uﬁ;fl:::rl:l East has not onl)f made it difficult for the nomads to graze lht?ir catl.le in the l‘fS“;';
Chad and ;?O made arms available for usage l:ty h|req mercenaries from neighboring countries

and Niger to enable the nomads force their way into the Benue valley.
bcg':: ;;ial: of the above, the bloody conflicts between the herders and famers in Bcpu; 5:;‘::
i fcwerStg:lSlw; from the Benue State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA) in ;foca
B s Z‘; theoo persons died in a renewed outbreak of violence in Ag[d[;atislics
show that by state _(ngcnan !chs Agency, 2016). Acc‘ordmg to the report, witd
property worth millions of Naira has been destroyed while more than 10, 000 pers

392

redominantly far
and it indeed supp
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were displaced from the villages of Aila, Akwu, Enogai
. ’ , aje, 2be '
Ocholonya and Adagbo, among others in Agatu Local Govcrﬁnjncnlo /{\j::!;;hzlhu‘ . il
Records of the major attacks in Benue state in the last few years are qt;n(c)(llml-;cl w as foll
5 § ( ds 1ollows:

Table: 1 Major Herdsmen Attacks in Benue State

“IN__ Month Year Placei
S/N lace in Benue State N,:m,her of People ey
Killed People
—— .
1 November 2011 Audu(2011) . Displaced
2 March 2012  Gwer West Local Government g(]mlv.:;e:s. Sl g
Area of Benue state pyrie Not stated
3 May 2012 Gwer West Local Governmen
Area of Benue state l 5ipeople Not stated
Jul
4 y 2013 ﬁogit;ruelrca of Guma 40 people -
5 May 2013 Border area of Benue 2 Soldiers, 18 Not stated
others were
killed
6 March 2016 I].Bzisel.ncal Government Area of 2 people 30 persons
state
7 February 2016  Agatu Local Government Area of 50 people 4,000
Benue state
8 February 2016  Ikpele and Okpopolo 7 people 6,000 persons
communities.
9 February 2016  Agatu and Buruku Local 36 people 300 persons
Government Areas of Benue
state
10 July 2016 Logo and Ukum Local 81 people Not stated
Government Areas of Benue
state
11 June 2016  Uzaar in Tombo, Anyii in Logo 26 people Over 1000
local government and Vase in persons
Ukum local government area of
Benue state
12 June 2016  Ugondo community in Logo 15 people 50
local government area of Benue
state
13 July 2016  Gaambe-Tiev community in 14 people Not stated
Logo local government area of
Benue state
14 June 2016  Logo local government and 13 people Not stated
Ukum local government areas of
Benue state
15 July 2016  Nenzev ward in Logo local 6 persons Not stated
government area of Benue State - .
16 July 201 6 Chambe and Anawah settlements 5 people ot state
in Logo Local Government Area
of Benue State Not stated

17 June 2016  Turan Council ward in Benue 59 people
S

State
Source: Compiled by the authors from (A udu 2011; Premium Times, August 21, 201 6:- 21315; (ﬁf;\;
July 11, 2016; Vanguard, July 26, 2016; Punch, June 19, 2016; Daily Post, February <=

erders-farmers clashes tends 0
production of gom!s and
the two groups. Wn_h the
ince any community Lo

Undcrstandably. the rate of violence in Benue State following h'
have posed severe security threat and seems to have undermined
distribution. It appears to have developed strained relations betweell
level of animosity, it may be very difficult and almost impossible to conv
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donate parcels of land
authorities to engage meca
herders and also ensurc tha
of the law.

NOMAD'S VIOLENCE AND THE Cl IALLENGE OF SECURING 'l'H!i STATE
Securing the state is the core of national security. A_ccurdmg o b'lnuh 20006), national security s 4
ed value associated with the physical safety of individuals, groups or nation states,
together with a similar safety of their most cherished values. It denote freedom from threats,
anxiety or danger...it can be measured by the absence of fcfar but immersed in l'hc confidence in
physical safety... (Nnoli 2006). We can argue lhfu, the principal role of the state is to protect lives
and property and to provide conditions that will guarantee the peace zmd. development of the
society. Nigeria has experience series of acts that show that the task of securing the Nigerian state
is difficult. For instance declaration of the Biafran state that led to the Nigerian civil war, the
hoisting of the boko haram flag in some parts of the north east, the activities of the Niger Delta
militia groups, religious conflicts in the North and other acts of insecurity have threatened the
core existence of the Nigerian state.

The violence caused by nomad’s herders in the rural area has emerged as one of the most
threatening in the corporate existence of the Nigeria state. According to Ishola and Alumona
(2016) the Nigerian state today could be said to have betrayed its enormous potentials for
greatness. According to them, despite the huge endowment of human and natural resources, the
country is characterized still be high instability, conflict and insecurity, decayed infrastructure,
rising unemployment... and general governance deficit. The crisis generated by the inability of
the state to resolve the national question has increased the danger of the nomad’s invasion of
communities outside their region. This has fragmented intergroup relations and has created enemy
images between the various groups in the Nigerian polity as the nomad’s actions are viewed with
political lenses of northern oligarchical quest for conquering the whole nation to institute their
religion and way of life.

The cry for protection against the violence of nomad’s by the people of Benue state without
prompt response from the Nigerian state posses a great challenge for the security of the Nigerian
state. History has shown that the lack of capacity of the state to protect its citizenry has led to self
help strategies that in turn constitute serious security challenges to the state. The cases of the
Niger Delta militia, OPC, MOSSOP amongst other a clear example of the people taking up arms
to protect themselves. The continuous violence on rural communities by the Fulani nomads also
portends this danger. This danger can spread throughout the north central region of the country
thereby igniting another violent conflict that may lead to the fragmentation of the Nigerian state.
This is because Benue state is the critical to the politics and economy of the north central and the
gate way to many of the states in the country. An unsecured Benue state will definitely lead to an
unsecured Nigerian state.

for the purpose of creating grazing land, In fact, there is need fo
sures that would promote peaceful coexistence between farmers anq
( violation of rights of either party should be handled within the ambi

cherish

CONCLUSION

From the analysis, we have examined nomadism, rural violence and the extent it poses threat to
peace and stability in Nigeria as well as Benue state. The study also identified several factors that
necessitated the recent upsurge in the herders-farmers conflicts. Based on this, we noted that the
level of-animosity among the people may hinder present drive by government towards provision
:’J grazing routes. The prevailing conflictual relationship between the warring groups de;n m.lds

al government should be more meticulous in policy prescription. Also, in finding lasting
solution to the herders/farmers violence in Benue state, government should engage Pc"pk."
centered pol!cics. This is important, especially when put into cognizance the fact that democratic
%3%‘?“3“.“3‘3 is known to be a governance philosophy that puts the people at the fulcrum of 115:

hctioning, Following from the above, the paper recommended in line with international bes
l:rﬁc:lces. the establishment of ranches, government proactive response (o security issues it lhj
i:r:;‘ areas and ensuring that decisive punishments are meted out to persons or person mplicate

© violence 50 as to deter further occurrence.
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