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ﬂ—_—._—
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E[CCllOﬂ I)cn(_‘o

a and Martin Ugbudu

Introduction

People today have an urge - an impatient urge (o
participate in the events and process that shape their
lives. And that impatience brings many dangers and
opportunities. It can dissolve into anarchy, ethnic
violence or social disintegration. But if properly nurtured
in a responsive national and global framework, it can
also become a source of tremendous vitality and
innovation for the creation of new and more just socicties

(UNDP 1993:1)
Theabove quote emphasize that limited political partici pation can
contnbute:‘ to the emergence of violent conflicts in the society. A
democratic polity, we are well aware imbues in the people the
: tlgh‘titol demanc_l that political power be rested to those who create
[‘j ea:b;ﬁsihgm Ijt li))elongs and private ownership of political power
its Iegitimaec (frf ut‘lilu, 2012). A democratic government derives
form of M aadaty peoPle and it is based on the people. [tisa
. government in which the will of the majority is supreme
in both th ; of the majority is supren
e process of forming and runni

system of government that unning the government.
the individual in Vari()usa guarantees the rights and f reedom ©
citizens, justice in the rzls p;;cts of political life, equality amonb
government as well as full :a:?n~s b(.gtWQ@I'] the Pt‘-ﬂplc and the
those in s articipation of the people in hoosing

government (Nnoli,2003:143), peapieiit ’
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pemocracy as understood above s pover :

nd 18 anchored on popular pnrlIpilwh’,;l,“:,;,::':zl;w‘.‘m|‘|“,',}‘“|'|l,‘.i.
people prevail. However, in Nigeria, nay in Africa, it has been
observed that popular will is a threat to some Illl:'l'l"il‘i (Ake
1093). Conscqucnlly,‘dvmuumliv values and IIIHHIIIU(.II‘IH lmw:
pecome luxuries that the leaders cannot afford (Nnoli, 2003:163).
The leaders therefore resort to naked force ;llld other
unwholesome practices thus vitiating the democratic culture, In
Nigeria for instance in the 2015 general elections in the country,
the Transition Monitoring Group (TMG) observed that:

the electoral process was undermined by the conduct of
the primaries of the political parties since ‘Godfathers’
foisted their preferred candidates on the parties through
undemocratic process...(Cited in Aniche, 2015:12).

This is contrary to the spirit of the Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria 1999 which underscores that the internal
workings of the political parties must adhere to democratic
principles. The aftermath of this trend is that politics in Nigeria
has exhibited more crisis than cohesion (Aniche, 2005).The
concomitant effect of imposition of candidates to wit;
factionalization, cross-carpeting and defection have ignited post-
election conflicts with dire consequences on democratic
consolidation in Nigeria. This study therefore examines the
phenomenon of godfatherism in Nigerian politics with the aim
that an understanding of the activities of godfathers in partisan
politics in the country will serve as a prism to identify th? driv.ers
of conflict in the polity and proffer solutions that will bring

enduring peace and stability.

Godfatherism, Post-Election Peace Building. |
The concept godfatherism is synonymous Wlt.h mentoring or
Sponsoring. In ordinary parlance goodfatherls.m connotes a
situation in which an influential person in the ssvcwly Sponsors a
candidate for a political office on the understa ndmg.that the office
holder will owe allegiance and be subservient to him. .Kol..anlo(
Aderonke&Awosika, 2013:71) see godfatherism ‘as an institution
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76  POST-ELECTION, PEACE BUILDING AND DEMOCRATIC CONSOLIDATION IN NIGE R,

of political kingmaking through which c‘ertain politicnl Offic,,
holders of tenuous political clout come into power™ ang y,
relationship is based on political surrogacy. They further maing,;,
that it involves financial and moral assistance where the godf athe,
is the major donor and the godson is the primary recejye,
Similarly, Nnamani( Onwuzurigbo,2012:28.) defines godfatherig,
as

An impervious guardian figure who previde the lifeline ang
direction to the godson, perceived to live a life of totall submission,
subservience and protection of the oracular persepallty located in
the large, material frame of affluence and decisiveness, that is
not ruthless...strictly, the godfather is simply a self-seeking
individual out there to use the government for his own purpose,

The underlying factor in the above definitions is that godfathers

are influential individuals in the society that determine who
occupy political power in the society. The practice involves the
anointing of a godson who is expected to win the election and
there after protect the economic and political interest of the
godfather. In most cases it involves a pre-election agreement
between the godson and the godfather to the effect that the in-
) coming government will take instructions from the political
godfather without hesitation (Ibeanu, 2007). Sometimes, it involves
swearing to an oath before a witchdoctor that no major decision
of the government can be taken except the godfather is consulted.
This Uyi (2010) argues, the patron makes sure that all the money
which they have spent is paid in full with interest. Usually the
godfather has unlimited right to nominate candidates for
appointment and demand for inflated contracts.

Godfathe}'iem is socio-economically rooted. Ibeanu (2007)
argl.ies.that 1t 1s organically tied to the character of periphera!
capitalist accumulation and the tenuous socio-economic base of
the local classes that organize it. In tandem with this position,E2®
(2006) points out that the motive of the godfathers is to maximiz®
power and wealth. Godfatherism is for personal interest and
aggrandizement. Hence, they deplore unwholesometactics
achieve their target since the end justifies the means. Wh,‘"i

godfatherism is seen as a global issue where some influent
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business moguls bankroll the o ,
candidates, its origin in Nigerian politics is traced h12:(;m‘t;1d.
],nui|1tic!*°"l'0')f_t" era where the few educated elites ;pcm:;lme:j
nationalist aclwllms(Adcronke&AW(mika, 2013). Later on, it
became institutionalized in Nigerian politics in 1é60‘When ;he
leaders of the three regional political parties the Northern People’

: ple’s
Congress (NPC), the Action Group (AG) and the National
Congress for nge.r%an Citizens (NCNC) started sponsoring
surrogates for political offices to advance sectional interests
(Aderonke&Awosika, 2013). However, Ibeanu (2007) on the other
hand has traced the origin of godfatherism in Nigerian politics to
the Federal Character principle embedded in the Nigerian
Constitution since 1979,

Be that as it may, it has been pointed out that the practice of
godfatherism in Nigerian politics is antithetical to the tenets of
democracy; it precipitates violence in politics and is responsible
for corrupt leadership as well as post- election conflicts in some
states which portends danger to democratic consolidation in
Nigeria (Edigin, 2010,Familusi, 2012).

Peace- building refers to process aimed at bringing enduring
peace in the society. The concept was first introduced to the UN
by former UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali in his 1992
report “An Agenda for Peace” as action to identify and support
structures, which will tend to strengthen and solidify peace in
order to avoid a relapse into conflict. Over the yearsefforts have
been made to elaborate on this definition. The UNDP (1992)
forinstance see Peacebuilding as a range of measures targs'_'ted to
reduce the risk of lapsing or relapsing into conflict by
Strengthening national capacities at all levels _for conflict
Management, and laying the foundations for sustainable peace
and development. e e

These definitions emphasize that peace building aims t‘;
Prevent conflict from emerging throug!l the creat‘non. o.
hanisms that enhance co-operation and dialogue. It ul;o ?l:nv\l:
at addressing the root cause and effect of conflict t'rug,“
reconciliati ‘ h eace -buildingprogrammes

. ‘cliation, It should be noted that p 4ional Drocesses,

ild confidence in peace agreements and transitional .

lectoral expenses of
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restoring social contracts between the ¢

and the people (Maiere, 2003). Hc_mam:;unts ;::itlir:zitlfe:bu“dm}:
programmes also include activities that 1¢ ¢ Inclusiy,
parlicipalion in ]mlitical processes, stre‘n gthem::igV ztc:lc.ess to ]U_st‘if .
and human security as well as addressing PERE 5t Inequalitie,
marginalization or grievances. This tend to create Incentives f,,
non-violent behavior, reduce fear amongst t.he. ger!era-l population
and initiates the process of instilling trust N institutions and th,
larger peace process(Maiere, 2003 ). e

From the foregoing, post-electlon Peéfce_bmldmg -therefone
refers to a process that is aimed at estab}1sh1ng endurn?g peace
after elections. It refers to bridge building between disputing
groups after the result of elections. Elections g.enerall'y are a means
of pursuing or retaining political power in which sogal differences
are highlighted by candidates and parties campaigning for popular
supportand this process can also provide entry points for violence
and conflicts because of the competition embedded in the winner-
loser dichotomy (Korth, 2010). He further points out that if the
electoral process is flawed and the underlying political conditions
are not conducive to create unity among stake-holders there is
bound to be post-election conflicts.In order to mitigate post-
olection related violence, there is need therefore to have a good
fmderstanding of the drivers of theconflict architecture and their
interests and the potential cause of violence.

The underlying factor here is that a democratic polity thrives
on the rule by the people as opposed to dictatorship and
aristocracy. The system is anchored on popular articipation
facilitated by political and civil freedoms. A ke : rhance

; . y way to el at
pOSt-el.thon peace therefore is to allow for me:;mingf“l
colmp'etmon for political power and broad participation in the
selection of leaders and policies. A situation where pOpuIar wi

is suppressed by a few rich, there i
fu g8 ’ re is the te erate to
civil violence and post-election conflicts ndency todegen

and contribute to

Theoretical framework

This stu .
The gas;iyaas(sizpls Mosca’s elite theory as its theoretical frameW‘“']"
mption of the theory is that every political syster”
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is divided into two strata, namely the
ruled majority (Obi, Nwachukwu&Ob;
Gaetano Mosca 1938, avers (hat the first class, always the less
numerous performs all political functions, monopolizes political
power and enjoys the advantages that power brings, whereas the
second, the more numerous class, is directed and controlled by

the first in a manner that is now more or less legal, now or less
arbitrary and violent.

In Nigeria, it has been pointed out that si
guarantees access to wealth accumula
power has become something to be d

illegally by violent means rather than a process of peaceful and
democratic transfer (Obi, 2002). What obtains is that power is
privatized by force by the political elite whose interests are served
by and who see no prospect of survival outside connections of
the state (Obi, 2002). The political arena is therefore * garrisoned’
to protect and satisfy the narrow interest of the elite and they are
always bent to suppress the general will by trying to determine
who gets what and when in the state. They political elite arrogate
to themselves the role of godfathers by determining who wins
election in their area of influence. They usurp the wish of the
people and foist their errand boys who do their bidding while
occupying public office. This Oddih (2007) maintains explain why
electoral fraud and malpractices are the order of the day in the
country’s electoral process. The political elite, who parade
themselves as Godfathers are usually wealthy and influential
individuals and this explains why desperate politicians usuall
seek after them for sponsorship and endorsement. The implication
of this is that the country has not made any appreciable progress
in transparent governance because godfathers usually create
setback that stifles broad participation and hinders democratic
growth in Nigeria (Edigin, 2010).

ruling minority and the
ora, 2008),

nce access to power
tion in the rentier economy,
efended at all cost or seized

Godfatherism in Nigerian Politics
eissue of godfatherism in Nigerian politics as earlier noted dates
ack to the First Republic when leaders of the regional political
Partieg ‘meh’culously cultivated godsons and sponsored them for
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e WQ”’Il’rﬂin?; of the Citizop
ronke&eAwosika, 2013). In Tivland for instance, | .S 'i'n.r
gli:iltel;der of the United Middle {30“' Congress (UMB.C) bmuyﬁ
Alhaji [brahim Imam, a non-Tiv .fI.‘OIH Maiduguri who Was
expelled from his own town on political grounds and gave him
automatic ticket under the UMBC to cpntest for the Northerp,
House of Assembly which he won (A}mfowose, 1982).

However, the activities of political godfathers were pgy
pronouncéd as it is today. Also, the impact of th-ei_r activities op
politics and governance were not pronounceq asitis felt with the
advent of the present democratic dispensation which started in
1999. The pervasiveness of the activities of godfathers and godsons
in Nigerian politics since the inception of the present democratic
era have been chronicled byEze, (2006) and Aisekhaomoné&Alozie,
(2006). In Taraba state, for instance, the emergence of Jolly Nyame
as the gubernatorial flag bearer of the Peoples’ Democratic
Party(PDP) was solely the handiwork of godfathers. Eze (2006)
reports that in the PDP gubernatorial primaries that were
conducted in the state, Jolly Nyame came fourth behind Baba Adi,
AbubakarBarde, and Ambassador IdrisWaziri. However, the
Barde House of January 6, 1999 spearheaded by some party
stalwarts in the PDP overturned the votes of the people and picked
Jolly Nyame as its flag bearer in the state.

Eze, (2006) pointed out that soon after the governor was sworm
in, impeachment proceedings were brought against him by the
PDP masterminded by the political godfathers that brought him
to power. Nyame was accused of non-performance, destruction
of party hierarchy and favouritism of non-indigenes. Thes
problems actually emanated from the fact that he reneged on the
agreement he entered into with political godfathers in the stat®:

In Enugu state, Governor ChimarokeNnamani of the PDP W
sponsored by the former governor of the old Anambra state Chue
{Lth‘,”ObOdo to get the ticket. Aisekhaomoné&eAlozie (2006) reVé?
o im Nl o e et oS
sl N ne of N20 million. According to Nwo

ommentator in Nigeria knows that the pres

0
governor of Enugu state got elected because [ endorsed hin

elective posts to advance

ent
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(inanced his election campaign e _
him all over Enugu statt;l\lll;:u;:]":ll\iwiu:bﬁnally Cﬂm?“‘ﬂnﬁd for
- s goodwill [ ens ani 1s the beneficiary of the
enot m’ou‘: $00C enjoy from ~the ~ people of
Enugu (Asickhaomon&Alozie, 2006: peop
S : » 2006:16). However, soon after
Nnamani was sworn in, the rela tionship between the two became
frosty. The governor turned down th ’

' My : doyn e gentleman’s agreement
rcm.:htd bef?lt him ant.i his political godfather Chief Jim Nwobodo
which required that since the governorship position was zoned
to Enugu East; the deputy from Enugu North, the secretary to the
state government ShO}ﬂd come from Enugu West. In addition to
this, some political offices and contracts were to be shared between
the gpdson a.nd the godfather. This sour relationship affected peace
and industrial harmony in the state. The state was saddled with
series of industrial unrest which was alleged to be masterminded
by Nwobodo because of the refusal of the governor to allow him
direct access to the state’s finances.

In Anambra state since the return to democracy in 1999, political
godfathers have held the state to a standstill for quite some time.
[t started with the Offor- Mbadinuju saga and then the Uba- Ngige
faceoff. Ibeanu (2007) recounts that ChinwokeMbadinuju rode to
power on the shoulders of Chief EmekaOffor a business tycoon
who sponsored his election as well as majority of the members of
the state House of Assembly with the understanding that political
offices, contracts and the state’s allocation from the federal purse
will be shared by both the godson and the godfather. But soon
after assumption of office, Governor Mbadinuju fell out of favour
with his political godfather Chief EmekaOffor. The
misunderstanding between the godfather .and the godson
triggered political crises in the state which affected the
performance of the administration. Primary and secondary
schools for instance, were shut down for 13 months. Intra-party
crisis which evolved out of this misunderstanding made the
governor to dump PDP for the Alliance for Democracy (AD) on

whose platform he contested for election but he lost.

i oo that took over from Mbadinuju
i o S f embroiled in the godfather-

inAnambra state also got himsel :
godson imbroglio. Chief Chris Uba who bankrolled the campaign
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PDP in Anambra state learnt hig [,

i i ”]t,
odecessor. To secure his invegy,,

of Governor Ngige of the

.3 ol i r ntt
e, > pxperiences of his P : L
- Lllllletr:mt F’}aign he got Chris Ngige to swear an oath at the Okijy
in the cé ’

; " dfather Chris Uba unhinge,.
Shrine to allow l':ls Po:['iﬁ;lalglzcaﬁon. Also contracts as WLL]:Li
access to the §tate s MO re to be shared between the two (Ibean,
political appomtmentsgsvemor Ngige came to power he "@nﬁped
2007). As usval, when GOVEIEE B0 1 ical godfather this loy
on the agreement he s1gn€ PG 0
series of crisis in the state. Severé'll attempts de to impeach
the governor culminating to his abduchon.a.nd his sul?sequent
rescue by the police. The aftermath of the crisis was the. invasion
of the state by thugs who burnt dovfrn government bu}Idlngs in
both Awka the state capital and Onitsha the commercial hub of
‘the state.

The list is endless, in Imo state, Governor AchikeUdenwa got
his second term in office in 2003 through the goodwill and support
of Senator Arthur Nzeribe. So after election Senator Nzeribe
assumed the role of a godfather determining who gets what in
the new cabinet (Aisekhaomoné& Alozie,2006). But midway into
the governor’s second tenure, the relationship between the
governor and his sponsor got severed. The governor was accused
of sponsoring. thugs who burnt down the constituency office of
Sce::lt?sts; lt\izﬁzl‘]:: si1‘1 Imo state. Nzeribe on the other ha.nd was
Crimes Comnﬁssigglzcs)qred L o o anq Fme-mmal
Local Government fund?;eilileg mt:e e RS 10 AR

In Kwara state, the saraki d ISI,: e d ; hat
in the state. In 1999 Senator O{ Slty Etel.'mmes who gets W ¢
Mohammed Lawal to be; usolaSaraki sponsored Governor

come the governor of the state which he

won. However, aft
. ’ er been S H " .
his course away fro Worn in the godson decided to chart

(Aderonke&Awosika églg)rh"?t s f"‘grEEd with the godfather
godson and the gOdfe;th . The nusunderstanding between the
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In Edo state, the trio of Chief Tony Anenih, Chief Gabriel

Igbinedion and Br.igadier General Ogbemudia stand tall j Ed
politics. For an aspirant to OCCupy a political office‘under tli: PDI(;
in the state, he needs the blessing of these prominent personaliti
While in Lagos state, Bola Ahmed Tinubu deteli')mines imlii;
occupies a particular political Post in the state. Governor
RajiFashola came to occupy the governorship eat of lagos state
out of his tinubu’s goodwill as well as the present APC led
governor of the state, Governor Akin Ambode.

The foregoing analysis shows that godfathers have usurped
the power of the people to decide who rules in the state. The
nomination process is hardly democratic as the votes are not
allowed to count. To deepen democracy and ensure stability in

the polity there is dire need to free the polity from the clutches of
political contractors and power mongers.

Godfatherism and Post-election Conflicts in Nigeria

The root cause of the discredited elections in Nigeria it has been
observed stems from the issue of compromised primary elections
where candidates are imposed on the electorates (Tenuche,
2011).This impinges on the political stability of the country and
affects democratic consolidation. A notable impact of godfatherism
on the polity is that it engenders factionalization and cross-
carpeting. In the build up to the 2015 general elections in Nigeria
for instance, the National Executive Committee (NEC) of the. PDP
met with the PDP governors and gave the incumbsfnt pr.emdent
Goodluck Jonathan automatic ticket for the p.ref,ldentlal_ race
without following the due process. The party said it had printed
only one form for the president and no contestant was allowed to
compete with the incumbent (Idr1§&Kab1r,2015). This
undemocratic procedure deepened crisis in the party and Ie;l to
mass exodus of the party supporterss. Some aggnev.ed_ Klem (;rls
Of the party like the governors of Rivers state Rotimi meal:: :
Adamawa state, MurtalaNyako, Sokoto state, AliyuWama (t) ¢
Kwara state, Abdultatah Ahmed ar}d Kano S;j‘D‘;;
RabiuKwankwaso left the party and formed the New o
(YOI'urns,2015). They eventually defected to the All Progre

--------------
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Congress and since then the party has continued to exp,
internal wrangling. Even some elected members of the p,,. "
Assembly particularly in the House of Representatives (.,
to the APC. o
The practice of godfatherism in Nigerian Politics also croy,,
legitimacy crisis and fosters rigging in the polity. The u.(surpalidS
of the general will and the imposition of the whims of 8()dfalh":
usually cause disaffection among the people which lt'nds't(
threaten the electoral fortunes of the political party. What h app f.'ns]
is that in anticipation that the electorates may cast protest v,
thugs are usually hired and paid to abet rigging. Nzckwe apg
Idoko (NworiéNdaba, 2010:53) aver that elections in Nigeria coylg
be rigged through physical intimidation by hired thugs who storn
polling booths with dangerous weapons to chase away opponents
and manipulate election results in favour of those anointed by
godfathers. Sometimes identified political opponents are targeted
to be eliminated by these hired thugs since the end justifies the
means. This accounts for why elections become a battle field in
Nigeria.

The activities of Godfathers in Nigerian politics also precipitate
violence and post-election litigation in the country. In most cases
when the preferred candidate by the masses which is expressed
through results at the party primaries is changed like what
happened in Delta state where Chief Christopher Anirah that won
the party primaries for the House of Representatives seat for the
Sapele/Okpe/Owvie Federal Constituency was substituted by the
party leadership who informed the Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) that the candidate died. This was 2 blatant
short change of the wish of the people that is capable t ignite

spontaneous reaction by the supporters of the candidate: Under
such circumstances people are bound totake the law int° thelf
hands through violent demonstrations. Sometimes roads ‘":
blocked; party offices and public buildings destroyed v\’ith?e‘"‘;ire5 |
lives lost. In January 2, 2011 for example, the PDP party pr:mams |
were heralded with unrest in Lafia, as aggrieved party sup Pc'tr the
protested against party leadership and threw stones ‘2 ity
Information Minister in Nasarawa-Eggon (Peace and 5€

ggo

j
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Working G“‘“"!’ _2(.”5’)- ‘( "Il. the 4 l"vhrualry 2011, it was reported
that the police Toiled an attemptod assassination attempt b
Nasarawa politicians on the pPpp director of orgnn;mlin: -1n5
n\nl‘i!i’-““f“‘)‘I_“f‘ to a dif“!‘ll_le over the party’s Mhalized list of
candidates (Peace and Security Working Group, 2015)

IR m.ndidﬂm chooses to be law abidil;g, he .EIPPCals to
the supporters to be calm so that he or ghe could seek redress
through lh.e law courts. In fact most of the post- election litigations
we have in the courts today are fallout of the activities of
godfathers in the country. In Rivers state for instance, in 2007 the
gubernatorial primaries of the PDP were conducted in the state
and RotimiAmechi emerged victorious in the primaries but
godfathers in the party particularly the outgoing state governor
substituted RotimiAmechi’s name andsubmitted that of Celestine
Omehia to INEC as the PDP candidate for Rivers state which he
contested and won. However, Amechi took the case to the court
and finally the Supreme Court ordered that RotimiAmechi be
sworn in as governor of Rivers state on the premise that his
substitution was not in compliance with Section 24(2) of the
Electoral Act, 2006.

Most post-election litigation cases in the 2015 elections in
Nigeria emanated from the undemocratic nomination process
facilitated by the activities of godfathers. In Benue state, the
gubernatorial primaries of the APC were not conducted. Samuel
Ortom thecandidate of the APC, who earlier contested on the
platform of the PDP and lost the party primaries to
TerhemenTarzoor of the PDP got his ticket in the APC under a
consensus arrangement masterminded by Senator George Akume
who is widely seen as the governor’s godfather in the state. This
‘onsensus arrangement ignited series of court cases. Hon.
Emmanuel Jime a co-contestant for the APC gubernatorial ticket
dissatisfied with this arrangement took the party to court as well
asits flag bearer that APC did not conduct primaries in Fhe state.
Inshort the national leadership of the party had to wade in before
the case was withdrawn from the court. Meanwhile the
8ubernatorial candidate of the PDP TerhemenTarzoor u.rho lo§t
the election in Benue state instituted a court case against his
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was not a candidate for the electioy, as

(41 . '
ated by his party. Howeverthe Supry,,,

LT e r”l
( 1 lh(\ case for 1:|Ck Of I'nerltffll'!dl l]u LI()[_IH M '“ n |
; ’l | 5 1 |.‘ £ 4 'fl.
l‘sh{ L\l\ tli'\[ inl(frcst to inte rfe re the arrairs of dn()[h
substantie

. .0 in Taraba state between Darjyq 1.
similar scenario took Elat‘.:l:;t?on and hisNva Alsha AI;:;.:M'
" thchl; ?P w:t(:e:lv (t)ll:atfhe crisis generated by the ﬂCliViii:l.l‘:'{lf
; ve N s . ,
;23?athers tend toffc'wee;l;?gttarthe polity and cause Unneceggy,

- i ic - .
dls;rfch(;gcgctehff ‘; odfatherism in politics too hasstrings a tacheg
to it“i\?hich impairs leadersl‘}ip Pergormdf}ncf and Tetardg
developmentin the state. As earlier noted, godfatherism inyoly,
a written agreement between the godfather and the godson: When
such agreements are been honoured such as concessioning
appointments and contracts to the godfather it retards the
development of the state. In Oyo state for e.xample, the state

overnor RashheedLadoja was sponsored to ?fflce on the platform
of the PDP by LamidiAdedibu with a condition that the governor
will at the end of every month remit at least N15 million to his
godfather from his monthly N55 million securiFy vote
(Aisekhaomoné&Alozie, 2006). When he attempted to resist these
monthly returns he was booted out of office. Imagine N15 million
is enough to build a three classroom block for both primary angi
secondary schools. This goes into an individual's pocket and it
should be noted that most of the abandoned contracts in the
country today are those awarded to godfathers who collect tl}e
mobilization fee and abandon the projects without executing It
The net effect is that the people are denied of social amenities h'ke
potable water, good roads, functional electricity and industri¢®
which are supposed to create job opportunities for the people.
The concomitant effect of this is mass disenchantment, escalatio®

of insecurity and political apathy which affect democratic
consolidation.
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the electorates by the godfathers. The godfathers who are the
architects of this usurpation act like mafia groups; they pe r‘L etrate
criminal acts with their thugs thus disruptiag the electoral ;frocess
(Aderonke&Awosika, 2013). Hence, elections have been
characterized by different types of fraud which range from ballot
stuffing; intimidation of voters. The nullification of election results
in Edo, Ekiti and Ondo states by the election tribunals in 2007
which were initially declared to have been won by the PDP to the
Action Congress of Nigeria (ACN) and the later to the Labour
Party (LP) attest to this. It should be noted that conflicts arising
from disputed elections were largely responsible for the military
take- over of 1966 and 1983 in Nigeria.

Conclusion

The practice of godfatherism is an imposition on the people. It is
undemocratic as it pre-empts the people from exercising their right
to freely choose the people to govern them. The aftermath of this
is that it triggers political violence, aggravates intra-party conflicts
and impairs the credibility of elections in the country. To enhance
the credibility of elections and minimize post-election conflicts in
Nigeria there is a dire need to make the nomination process open
and transparent. The option A4 system should be adopted at party
primaries. It is a system whereby nominations for party primaries
usually start at the ward level, the local government level, state
and federal level as the case may be. The voters usually queue
behind the candidates in the open and are counted. In the process
the candidate that scores the highest number of votes proceeds
and others are eliminated. This process is openand participatory
and it reduces the tendency of being manipulated which often
ignites election and post —election conflicts. .

Also, the independent National Electoral Commission sheuld
be armed with the powers to reject candidates whose nominations
are petitioned. INEC should be empowered to not.only mveshgate
the petitions but should ensure that the nomination exercise was
transparent and participatory- In addition, INEC shoqld not only
Monitor party primaries to ensure that candldaltes art;
democratically nominated but also investigate complaints o
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At due process is followed ip the

imposition and ensure th

hation of party candidates o
1101;1$;S?§;;1a1t; shg’uld be imposed on the activities of godfathg,,

in partisan politics. Where disagrgements:eh:fss?ag(?if?tLu;‘rs an(
godsons manifest in the open like the nlili X se betwey
Ngige and Uba, the parties involved §h011 e e Ii’ l?Sn?cuted and
banned for life in taking active part in polifics like contesting

elections and holding public position.
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