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Chopter Twenty

Reconstructing Nigeria's Belly Politics:
The Search for a New Leadership ldeology

John Tor Tsuwa

Introduction
The historicity of nation states shows that, at the heart of their socio.

economic, political and cultural development lays leadership vibrancy tha
is determined by a leadership that is accountable, visionary and focused,
This leadership not only emancipates its citizenry from the shackles of
poverty and marginalisation but also mobilises its resources to galvanise
development for the welfare of the people. In Africa, nationalist leaders ke
Nelson .l\/.landela, Kwame Nkrumah, Julius Nyerere, Patrice Lumumbaan
:VC" military leaders like Murtala Mohammed amongst others have ﬂ]SF’
ought notonly for the political liberation of their countries but also for e
somogconomic development,
P°litiCaTSIE:deelr};Lsippzm;Tjnt-imd most important role performf:‘d‘ :))r :::
people in many parts if t;mbe deVelopfnent arg wralo gOOd IlhIl eo”:st
ccntl-er suffered from lack © World, Africa has especially fTFO'“ “,;asf:
of Nigeria, Nigerian | of focused and visionary leadership. IntI° ’
the state g, the P Ersol only personalise power, but also P! e
of primitiye accumulation, clicnmliST“ %o
“ngages the people from public Pf’“ic'pm[

repression hi i]:]ut:POSe
m dj
‘hage among the committee of natio"

t . .
hereby 8lving N igeria g bad
a
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Jing 10 Miller (20002 xviii), the very name
of chaos and confusion, official ¢ '
e of ol . ial corrupti

ion, drug traflicking and business fraug

opres®

Nigeria Conjures
on, mili

ACCO

p
The ‘N ary coups,
i ¢ Nigerian nari

ic > ' natie
dc‘iE“Cd by alien occupiers and abused by army rule, has become g hyyi ml
‘ . S€c

Jlephant slaggcripg 1owf\rds nbyss.wilh the ground crumb| ing under its .
jgeria the acclm‘med giant of Africa is therefore not a dcveloping 511‘[ ;ct,
an:,“dcr-dCVCIOP"‘B state due to the malaise of political leadership o
Post independent Nigerian leaders like the colonialist bcﬁ-)re th
have sucked out billions of dollars and starched them in Western banks acnn(;
in pmpenies scattered throughout the world. The blame for Nigeria's lost
gcngration and its underdevelopment level falls squarely on the shoulders
of its people's leaders, corrupt military dictators and their civilian
collaborators who have been overtaken by greed and incompetence. This
dilemma of the Nigerian state was succinctly captured by Achebe (1983: 1)

thus:

Nigerians are corrupt because the system in which they live
today makes corruption easy and profitable; they will cease to be
corrupt when corruption is made difficult and inconvenient ...
The trouble with Nigeria is simply and squarely a failure of
leadership ... the Nigerian problem is the unwillingness or
inability of its leaders to rise to the responsibility, to the challenge
of personal example, which is the hallmark of true leadership.

Nigeria because of this malaise of leadership is suffering from a
complete disconnect between political power and moral right, and unless
you have access to power, you have nothing.The usage of political power in
Nigeria is unrestricted and unchecked. This condition has disempowered
Nigeriaand Nigerians to the extent that, in the midst of abundant natural zfnd
human resources, Nigeria and Nigerians have become beggars. Accorc‘img
' Udoidem (2006:1 87), the greatest disappointment that has tr.auma'n.sed
%Ur psyche as a nation is that, Nigerians have mismanaged their po“"“f!
Mependence 10 the point of self-destruction. This paper SIEES "‘h“
"Smanagement in the context of politics of the "pelly" practised by (¢

Igerian Icadership,

: . ian political
This Paper therefore examine

L s the nature of the Niger
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adership has been able to galvanise devel
Cle

{ the people or how jpe . "ent
b |

leadership and how the le
“IIICI\A

ing conditions 0
behaviour has crippled development strides and has diSsempoye. i
citizens. The paper will conclude by attempting 1o suggest a ney lc:.(rlL.d the
ideology that will reposition the Nigerian development process. Crship

to improve the liv

Conceptual Clarification: Politics
Conceptualising politics is in many instances problematic, Thjs isd

(o the variegated perception of what constitutes a political act and 4 g |
act. In most cases, social behaviours like that of inter-group mobilisntic?n
jine political act, as such it becomes difficult to haye ,
hat constitutes politics. This complication may
d by Tsuwa (2005:3) conceives politics g

anaction that is determined by the ability of who gets what, when and how,

Politics according to George-Genyi (2008:120), does not only mean
es the use of such power for the control

the retention of power, but it involv

and distribution of wealth. This description of politics suits Easton's
description of politics as involving the authoritative allocation of scarce
values and resources. In whatever form we define or describe politics, the
core ingredients of politics involves interaction between parties both at the
individual and group levels with the major aim of appropriating resources
and wealth. Politics is an action that uses the stick or carrot to induce or
groups to gain or relinquish their hold to the avenues

shape and detern
single definition of w
account for why Lasswell as cite

coerce individuals or
of resource control and distribution.

Politics because of its authoritative allocative element might some

ctual and

times especially when the contending resource is scarce be confli
hout bloodshed Of

highly contested for. Politics therefore might be war wit
might be with bloodshed, it may also involve disagreement 10 agree, itmay
be a clash of ideological perspective or a manipulation of sentiments 10

(o narrdt¢

achieve goals.
an

In whatever context politics is conceptualised, it is used here
its class character and its ability of coercive manipulation to appropriaté™®
accumulate societal wealth for distribution. To this, politics IS COIICL'i"':LI e
the interplay of governance and administration and |1|u:1il’“m[iuilpi
ol peor™

policies to acquire and allocate values by an individual ora group
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Iy Politics

' Defining belly politics is a herculean task because this conception is a
considCTCd opi|.1i.on of a new variant of politics practised by third world
poliliCia"S- Politics as can be summarised from the above description is the
quthority 10 allocate the wealth of the society for the growth and
jevelopment of the society. Belly politics therefore entails the usage of this
authoritative power to allocate these resources personally to those in
quthority. Belly politics is personalised or privatised politics, a condition
where the political leadership conseript the resources of the nation and
feeds fat on it with their allies without considerations to the general growth
and development of the society. Commonsensically, belly politics can be
considered as corruption emanating from leadership greed and primitive
accumulation, a situation where the political class neglect and disempowers
the people and concentrates on sucking dry the societal treasury.

Be

Leadership

Leadership is perceived as a collective endeavour to govern or direct
the affairs of a polity. The role of leadership can be found in its ability to
order those sums of wants, needs, aspirations and expectations of the people
and convert them into achievable ends. According to Burns (1997:266),
leadership is people centred and focuses on satisfying collective public
expectations.

Leadership involves service to the people. Selfishness therefore
becomes banal and unacceptable for the leader and his/her followers. It is
argued that, when leaders accommodate and fashion their policies in
dceordance with the views of the followers, the tendency to crip into
a}llhoritarianism is defeated. Leadership therefore involves concrete and
sncere rule directed and determined by the people. As a result of this,
iegrity, competence and good performance are basic ingredient in
liﬁadv::rship.

In analysing Nigeria's belly politics, this paper adopts Richard
Joseph's democratic theory of prebendalism whose major argument centres
f’" Political power that is corruption-centred. According to Omo (1993:16),
:E'ITS COFC. of prebendalism is clientelism which brings out a palrop-c\icnl

Onship. According to him, in a prebendal democracy, state oflices are
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secured through examination oras reward for loyal service toa leade,

An X- ray of Nigerian politics sl
charge of the state treasury, which is used for personal power and (o enrict

illegitimately party faithful in order to sustain a-corrupt lifestyle, Tp;s
analysis captures Nigerian belly politics and how it has sustained corrupyjo,
and subverted accountable polilical system in Nigeria.

1ows that, to be a leader is 1o . -
S 10 be i

of Pre- colonial Leadership in Nigeria
te that Nigerian leadership lacks

her African countries has been a
ideology of its leaders. In pre-

A Historical Overview
It is heartbreaking and a truism to no

ideological base. Nigeria just like many ot

follower nation because of the dearth of
socio-political leadership was based on African

indigenous values and Islamic political systems. Where the leader in
association with a traditional council of state rules, the monarch acts within
the confines of the law and not above the traditional council. This however
does not rule out the fact that some leaders became corrupt with authority
and acted in gross disregard of the laws. This however was an abnormality.
In Islamic settings for instance, the legitimacy and credibility of the leader
depended upon the leaders' ability to rule with or in accordance to the
shariah, in this case, the shariah law according to Abubarka (2005:3) was

colonial societies,

supreme.
In most diffused or non-centralised societies of Nigeria, the leader

who was usually the eldest person acted on behalf of the people. The choice
of the elders to act was based on their wealth of wisdom, experience and
great knowledge of the culture and tradition of their people. In Tiv societies
for example, it was believed that the elders through their Tsav or akombo
(witchcraft) were in close association and interaction with the ancestors and
as 5:th do not take irrational decisions. In these pre-colonial societies,
d?CIS'IOI'lS were based on consensus and non-consensual decisions Were not
:Jm:mg on the people. According to Atanda (1985:87), most of these
the Tiv, Tiaw, Isoko ko memiom 1n these systems as w'as f01‘md u‘n‘lf .ﬁl
balances, which served as an,a.few Wz?s the centrality ot d-w-L.I\:.’. lli\'t‘
inefficiency, Uroh (2004:57) ar guide against abuse and udmm!hl.hl‘”
- gues that, most segmented or decentraliset
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cietics operated '_'Cl“'.bhu"‘m societies. He pointed ouf I
.gbO of Eastern Nigeria as a clear example where {f <
i,dmi"is‘ ered b?’ a nmnn.rch bu.l by the whole community and b

ing to him, the high point of decision making in y everybody,

pccording 10 7o . [gbolar
consensus building. Allocation of authority, status I‘iglis W;‘:I:’;ﬂﬁlhatof
’ ’ y INCOMe

and other scarce resources Where done by consensus through haggling'
qade-off. The CONSENSUS was to make sure that citizen' ggling'sand

jised zen's needs are not
jcopar 1S€d.

It is also argued and can be see i .

N ol rul . n that? In some pre-colonial African
societies, traditional rulers exercised considerable degree of

Y gree of power and
quthority in their domain. This high degree of power and authority were
derived 1l°r.om 1;:usforrt\s and htradltlor:s recognised and revered by their
commumtlesi (.Jr instance, the Alago's of Nassarawa State believe that, all
Iands. are exclusive reserve of the Osana of Keana who has the sole right to
give it out to whom he so wished. According to Sambo (1987:396), these
leaders were considered symbols of unity and protectors of the socio-
political institutions of their people.

It can therefore be argued that, pre-colonial African leaders and their
societies believed and operated a social contract democracy where the
people, their custom and collective goals where supreme. The leaders were
strictly for community services and development. Decisions were
consensual and no single individual no matter the degree of socio-political
and economic power could appropriate the resources of the society to
himself or his allies. Even in the case of the Osana of Keana mentlonc.d
above, custom forbids him from amassing wealth and such land's for his

private usage at the expense of his people.

¢ of the
1C 50cCiety was not

| Leadership

listic power struct
held a monopoly of power
d weapons. The leadership
not only arbitrary and
e in nature. The so-
ditional societal
ng with the

X-raying African /Nigerian Post Colonia
Colonialism brought with it a monopo
?h“- colonial days, the white colonial masters
Justifiable on the basis of racial superiority an
System introduced by the colonial authority was no
OPPressive, but it was also domineering and conscriptiV
“alled modernisation that colonialism brough! chang‘f':d ua
Valueg of collectivism and introduced individualism alo

ure. During
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. of monopolistic capital aceumulyy,,,
' |

anitalist principle . b ! .
capitalist | quality and consensual decigig, bee it
' e (' ¢

colonialism, political ¢

m|.~m;||n:;'-wm1m, (o remind mn-scllvcs once ﬂgil:’ll lhn!, in Pre-coy,

systems, African political nmdcl‘s did not allow absolutism ¢, l)'r:,,m;h'
p.m\'crs of the leader was nol their plcrsonal preserve but w.crc those nf.? )
community. With the build up to lfldcpcndcnccl:',‘l.he 'I'IEIII(')IIEI“S! lc;me:::
replaced this Africanise system with monopolistic and md"’itlu;,““i;

practice introduced by capitalism. - |
According to Wilmot (1979:8), the political parties formeg -

build up to independence like the National Council of N'igcrian Citizep,
(NCNC), Northern People's Congress (NPC) and the Action Groyp AG)
where indiscipline and without principles. They were based on the ideal o
idividualism and neighborhood. For instance, the NCNC was by|; aroyp
Nnandi Azikiwe and the sub-nationalism of the [gbo's, the NPC buil
around Tafawa Balewa and Hausa/ Fulani sub-nationalism, and oG Was
centred on Awolowo and the Yoruba sub-nationalism. These sub.
nationalistic parties created a problem of collective and consengyy

leadership inthe country.
According to Hembe (2005:21), the political class that took over fron

the British soon splited up into various factions, each struggling 1
dominate first, the wealth of its region of origin, and secondly, to use this
regional dominance as a spring board for the acquisition of non-regional
wealth,

The leadership that took over power at independence therefore lacked
a collective sound leadership ideology to mobilise local resources for
development. The Nigerian leadership just like it existed in many African
nations have continued to invite the competitive and spoilation of today’s
world powers. In 1884-1885, world powers had decided to partition Affi®
and set it on its road to economic disintegration, political enslavement, and
moral degeneration. Since then, Africa according to Aluko (2001:5).has
Soe through a pang of slavery, colonisation, economic domination
imperialism, neocolonialism, European metropolitan pcripherisatiuu, il

" ; . : . politic?
pf)lltlcal manipulations that had led to sustained intra-ethnic Wars pol
violence and underdevelopment.
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\any ‘.\h-i‘can Icud.crs have continued to sell the conscience of thels
sountries 10 the |d.cns. philosophies and inducement of the West, Ace ki
N Aluko (2001:5-6), when slavery was popular in the world, A|-“-k_“:|'
leaders readily embraced it as a vehicle to wealth power. When
colonialism replaced slavery, they pawned their Kingdom dukedoms, and
empires to the colonising powers, Now, they follow pri\'ulirmllinu
deregulation, lihem.lismion: globalisation and other capitalist shihlmlvlh.-:
o5 their governance ideologies, political risorgimento and resurgence,

According to George Hegel as cited by Uya (1987:15, and lyo
100:114), with the granting of independence, it was discovered that, the
negro, particularly of Africans are in want of an ideology and self control,
this condition is capable of no development or culture. Africans at
independence therefore aceepted and became merchandise carmarked for
abuse and use as hand labour. Udoidem (2006:187) therefore argues that,
when Nigerian politicians speak, the electorates do not understand, and
when the electorates speak, the politicians do not listen or understand.

It can be argued that Nigerian politicians concentrate on their belly
and do not have a political language to extend to the needs of the people.
There is no common collective memory that will result to a common
Nigerian need and leadership. At independence, Jibo (1982:3) observes
that, the government became the provider of all services and the maker of
all millionaires like the Abiola's, Dantata's etc. Occupying government
power therefore means that it will effect socio-economic change to the
benefitofthose init.

With this mentality, Africa, or Nigerian leaders not only personalise
power but also privatise the state for the purpose of primitive accumulation,
clientelism and repression of all forms of opposition, which disengages the
people from public participation. With independence, the control ofs{alc
Power in Nigeria therefore became synonymous with wealth and security.
Politics became a zero-sum game with an avalanche oij v.iolcncc::'ulld
political instability. This crisis of leadership soon led N igCl'l'ﬂ_l“l“ "“I““""}"
rule and later into thirty (30) months of Civil War. The military \\'llll..lllh
Coercive capability suspended all democratic tenets and rulv.:fl W lll
Xecutive recklessness. Corruption and private power practice \\n;

Mstituted. Extra judicial killings and massive looting became normi

————
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official duties.
According 10

revenues from oil t

wilmot (1979:1 6), inslc.:a.d of'channcling: the N0t
o development, the .mllltary becﬂf.“.c distributjye ang
luxurious in consumer goods. e ml-hglryt l-)olu;"g::)il::: e Dr‘ima,"
ial and comprador rather than industrial. X anc-c, lhf?lfUdg'i
cou11|11crcii;1s only given to their allies and it increased inflatio, and
:ﬁ::::ﬁgd ptovcrty conditions. The forceful int.rc(leuztlo.n‘of th.e S""Ctura[
Adjustment Programme (SAP) by the Babangida a mlmstrauo,fs and the
Sani Abacha #50 billion loot was alsoa i:lear mll.ltary con.lpra.dorlan policy
designed to enrich the military classand impoverish the N‘| geria populace,

The military as a leadership option to resolve the Nigerian Ieadership
crisis did not provide the needed result as the military became dictatorj|
and more primitive in its policy of national wealth confiscation and regjon|
survival than First Republic political leadership. After many years of
military exploitation and wealth subversion, Nigeria returned to
democratic or better still, civil rule in May 1999.

Democracy entails peoples rule. A state of state legitimacy, which is
nourished by accountability and collective conscience. Ake (1992:])
contend that, democracy means popular power; rule by the "demos". The
questions however with the return to democratic governance in Nigeria is
that, has the Nigerian leadership democratised? or has the leadership
continued to practise privatised politics or what this paper calls politics of
the belly? Has the return to democracy met the aspirations of the people?

The Nigeria Political Class and its Belly Politics: An Insight

As Nigeria and Nigerians become poorer and poorer, her leaders
bccor.ne. more richer and more criminalised, Corruption, official thievery,
dereliction of duty, citizen's neglect has formed the basic tenets of Nigerian
political leadership. In Nigeria, a microscopic political class Jives in
populous affluence and happiness while a larger population lives in abjec
poverty and penury. The Nigerian leadership has democratised accordiné®
lhunna (2004:125), individual wealth accumulation and the sharing of the
"national cake".

IFor instance, between 1999-2007, the banana peel led 10 the
impeachment of four Senate Presidents, The furniture and car allowsne®
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ked the operation of the Nationa ;

Governors like D.S.R AlamieyeSeighlatsfsgzll:L); dg“"g the same period.
plateal State amongst others were swept awa ba tate, Joshua Dariye of
others like peter Odili, James Ibori, Abdulahi i’\d)’ corrupt prac.:tices, while
¢ill being prosecuted for various offences by th:;lu and l?aom Haruna are
Crimes Commission (EFCC). In 2007, Hon Patrici Cfénomlc and Financial
of the Federal House of Representative was sw lat tte, the then speaker
scandals just like Senator Nicholas Ugbani, Hon ;Pd Z‘.Ngy by corruption
others who were fingered in the #6.2 bill’ion rl.lra] l;ll tl_“ﬁmel.u amongst
wector scandal. According to Ogunlana (2007:11) ;‘;‘: ;atllon power
prosecuted for carting away #17 billion, ministers li;(e Fabiana ggu.r.a was
Grange and Arch. Yakubu Adukuwere also swept away b csujl, Mrs
scandals. Recently in Benue State, 12 local government chairgers‘z::ptlon
suspended for embezzling the excess crude oil revenue given to the ]V;Zi
governments to the tune of #320 million.

Political leadership in Nigeria according to Tsuwa (2009:5) is base on
the amount of money a politician is able to cart away from the local, state or
national treasury. The political class uses state apparatus like the military,
police, judiciary etc for personal aggrandisement; as such, the leaders are
above the law. The case of President Obasanjo who subverted all court
rulings during his tenure between 1999-2007 is a clear example. During this
period, the law was blind when the political gladiators were involved but
very active when the lower class or those outside the ruling clique were
involved. For instance, while people were arrested by the Nuhu Ribadu led
EFCC, clear cases of political thievery like the #73 billion roads
construction funds by Chief Antony Anenih and the over 43 billion Nigeria
Ports Authority funds by Chief Bode George amongst others were not
mentioned. These corrupt practices made Nigeria t0 be listed by
Transparency International as one of the most corrupt country in the world

in2003 and 2nd position in 2004.

The Nigerian political leadership | i
Machiavelli described in The Prince- To Machiavelli, politic
all about domination over men, 2 situation W
Sta.te by the arms of others or by personal courage, Whe
Prince (leader) exercises absolute control overthe resources 0

s like that which Nicolo
al leadership is

fthe state and

e —
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ip. In Nigeria, there exists power politicg it

itical power gives access to econony
ic

rulersl
Access to poli

personalises his

economic dimensions. :
iti vo, the
powerand when the pol itical class captures these two, the people are o

a piece of pliable matter in the hand of the ruling political ¢|agg The
;\Tigerian politicians therefore manipulate the political process to achieye

this.
This has crippled the g
Obasanjo as cited by The Guardian newspaper;
There has been persistent deterioration in the quality of our
governance leading to instability and the weakening ofall public
institutions. Good men were shunned and kept away from
government; while those who should be kept away were drawn
near... our country has thus been through one of its darkest

period. (The Guardian, May 30, 1999).

Nigerian politics is therefore based on lies told by candidates and
existing governments to popularise their interest or regime. Dividends of
democracy are displayed on the radio and televisions while in practice,
taxpayers monies are looted and diverted to personal concerns of those in
power.

The political class in Nigeria today has destroyed collectivism and
instead created an urban anarchy, which has helped them in the pursuit of
personal hegemony. Democracy is utilised by the Nigerian political classto
pave way for unrestricted material exploitation to the tune of that which had
existed between the nation and the colonial imperialist. Because of its quest
for political wealth creation, Nigeria's class has reduced the political space
toaccommodate only an unproductive but distributive class.

_ Many reasons are adduced for this ill-focused and belly centred
political ideology. Dobel (1999:154) attributed this disrespectable attitude
to the nature of politics, which makes the leaders 20 in pursuit of individual
;uccesse.s to the neglect of the collective good. Despite the fact that this can
st it papos el
pertinent to agree that whge . politics and its leadership, it s alsl'f'tics
and its leadership. In ’Ni ! Public needs are not met, people detest PO

geria, the nature of politics is questioned because

overnance process in Nigeria. Accordingto
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Hlitical leadership has failed to galvanise developm
According fo Thunna (2004:124), political iI;|S C:l. |
Jlitical Iead.e.rshll? such as rising disinterest in public n:‘(:)r:]:::] fOrced by
corruption: itize > I}eg.lem and lack of security, which now :{ o
disdﬂi“ with which it is currently held. Political leadershi PiOmr:[).te th‘c
therefore reinforces the sad nature of politics. It can therefofe ; igeria
that, the politics of gangsterism, god-fatherism and coercion ra:tiargdusd
the political class creates condition favourable for siphoning p UE“C ) Sed y

According to Adedeji (2003:61) the seeds of "authentic dem;ctaf:. .
are yet to germinate in the psyche of the Nigerian political class, In the san);e
vein,Ake (1990:2) argues that,

African has no chance of attaining meaningful economic growth and
development unless it first moves squarely into modalities of governance
that include political accountability, participatory politics and free market
economy.

The democratic principles of free choice, freedom of expression,
human rights and popular rule among others are yet to become part of
Nigerian political lexicon. The political class does not have economic
democracy; the leaders appropriate the resources to themselves. It has also
being argued variously that, lack of penalizing laws for political corruption
has exacerbated the crisis of political leadership. Even with the introduction
ofthe EFCC and ICPC, the Nigeria political class has emasculated them as
the power of "immunity" has prevented the prosecution of those in power.

for Nigeria
lear that, the Nigeria political
r the good of the generality of

Constructing a New Leadership Ideology
From the above it has become very ©
class has failed in galvanising development fo '
the people, instead, its lack of collective ideology has resulted to 1ts
Personalisation of power and all that accruetoit. ' o
For Nigeria to reclaim her lost glory as the giant of Africa, the politica
class must return to itself, find its own views, chart 2 different economic
patl} from deregulation, privatisation, globalisation an
Eam engine of growth through effective planning. .To d
g (2004:120) suggests that, the implementaton ' &
ship system is most appropriate- This is politics-1eSS

d use its power as the
o this effectively,
fa non-political
dership where

|
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decisions are not based on the nalu'rc of poliFif:s but by needs of the S0cieg
This will eliminate the negative frills Or;POI‘t'CS from lhlc public domgj, .
will permit power and its prudent exercise that largely aims at the COmm’
good. _

£ The ruling class most as a matter of II‘ECICSSI.Y)/ accept polilica|
opposition and allow it to operate without' intimidation or Coercion, |¢
political opposition is permitted, there will be room for checks ang
balances. The political parties should also ensure their interna demog
to allow people to make choices in the political process.

Inferring from Franz Fanon's argument (cf Tsuwa 2009:4), since the
political leadership is violent and oppressive to the people, violence is
needed by the masses to reconstruct the leadership ideology of collectiyigy,
rather than of individual sadistism. The underlying argument here g that,
we need to distil leadership of its penchant for self-serving interest anq
reinvent it into a community serving mechanism even if it involves violent
means to chest out failed leadership. For an alternative political leadership
to be effective, there most exist positive minds in a positive environment
which according to Oladokun (2004:159) will possibly produce positive
leadership values for the mind to cultivate positive leadership qualities
which will stimulate general development to empower Nigerians.

I'aCy

Concluding Remarks

This paper concludes that, the Nigerian political leadership has
become insatiable in amassing personal wealth, This has created a dilemma
of development as the leadership has failed to galvanise development but
instead has looted the resources of the nation with impunity. This condition
has created the need for the construction of a new leadership ideology that
will destroy this belly politics and replace it with a peOP]e'Ce"tred
leadership that will take care of the needs of the generality of the peoplé
This paper therefore a non-political leadership ideology and were
necessary, the leadership be forced out.
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