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Abstract
el Bt et of Ml s hvrogecons i e b in s of o, et
. ) plethora of violence in recent times especial-
Iy between farmers and herders with devastating consequences on the socio-economic and politico-
altural composition of the area. This paper investigates this phenomenon using secondary sources of
data collection and analyzing same within the arguments of the political economy approach and dis-
. covers that, the need for grazing land by the herders for the economic interest to tender for their cattle
sire to use their land for farming activities which is their main occupation of the
r causality factor of the persistent farmers/herders conflicts in
nds that there should be massive conserva-
Land Use Act of 1979 should be reviewed
zing purposes. This will prevent them from

and the farmers de
people of the area has become the majo
the area. To resolve this problemtique, the paper reconime
tion of the environment through the planting of trees, the
and ranches be created in the North for the herders for gra
nigrating to the Middle Belt region for grazing purposcs:

Key Words: Conflict, Farmers, Herders and Middle Belt
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Introduction

The Middle Belt has over the years, been associated with key challenges ranging from, viole

flicts. discases outbreak, pandemics and crime. Amongst these, violent conflicts constigy ent cop,
impacting phenomenon. Difterent schools of thought blame the incidence of Tand-hase L,"“‘ Worg.
religious violence in the region on deep-rooted hate in the social relations of the 'L'Siu,,-; Iinll |.|u:
While this is not totally untrue, a demographic analysis of the region provides further c[:lrirll‘ ljmj
the sources of violence in the middle belt region of Nigeria. i
Firstly, the region accounts for over 60% of the country’s 250 ethnic groups cohabitine
small autonomous communities. These people have diversities in their social, political -,?,(I i
setting which they use as basis for contesting over state and community resources wl;ich l:i”ﬂr,mtt
conflicts. For example, these mass of people have contrasting values and practice Chl’islianiuﬂ Nerates
and Traditional religion. In addition, they survive on income-generating activities that they «_:"f'l‘dum
be incompatible with one another. These perceptions are strongly held by the group who Tlu{: c( eive to
the other group as been antithetical to their corporate socio-economic existence. In other to R'lil:l flh@cr
their corporate existence and survival, these groups become hostile to one another manifesté;,('tfnujgd

tual violence and conflict.

al an
|i'ﬂ!5_
dlion on

logether in

This paper therefore is to examine the confrontation that has ensued between the Fulani herdsmen ang
farmers in the middle belt with particular focus on the Fulani and the Tiv farmer’s conflict.

Theorizing the Problematique
The central issue in the farmers / herders conflict is land. Land to the farmers is an economic asset that

its ownership and usage not only determine the productivity of the owner but also shows the wealth of
the owner. As farmers, they need the land for cultivation of their crops and since majority of the
people in the area are farmers, their economy is purely determined by the land available to them for
farming. The shifting cultivation practiced by the farmers also shows the reason why they desire large
portions of land which they cannot relinquished. Land is therefore the main productive instrument for
the farmers. This is what helps the people to produce and distribute their livelihood. Land and its re-
sources is therefore the main item of wealth creation, distribution and allocation. It accords power and
status to the owners and the non owners who work on the farms of the owners. It creates the position
to use rational choice on how to allocate land and its resources and how such is managed for produc-

tive and distributive purposes.

e with the sole aim of searching

le for the owners who might be
d wealth tor
e the

The behavior of the herders is also economic in nature as they migrat
for green pasture for their cattle. The herders usually tend these catt
political, traditional or economic big wigs. The cattle are a major source of income and !
them and the distributive effect accord status to them. It is therefore a rational choice to invade e
farms of the farmers to feed their cattle without considering the implication of that on the economic
interest and condition of the farmers. This usually brings the struggle for the land which subscq‘uc?ll}'
leads to violent conflicts between the two groups. We can therefore conclude that, the economy 15 ¢l

tral to the conflicts between the farmers and the herders in the middle belt region of Nigeria.

lling on
Ak[lull-

values.
o=

Conceptualising Conflict

There are divergent explanations of what constitute conflicts. This pa

all these varied definition of conflict but it will only try to only descri
lta, Agev & Gana (2011) Conflict is any form of perceived or actual incompatibility
?Ll:ifsél?;: té)mpgtili_on over scarce resources. It is also defined as a consequence of ine
tive. The O-lm‘;'l:}:‘;lo'fﬁ ‘“e“hcl’ positive nor ncgulivc; it is its outcomes that are ?llllt_ir pos
viclent dgnrsach ¢ any C(_}nﬂlcvl are determined by the style used in managing 1t Co

o any conflict will only beget more violent outcomes.

per is therefore not dwe
be conflict. According
in goals,
ffective €
itive or negd”
nsequently:

Conflicts ;

are usual < e s . . . RN

sources. Conflict 'lslqyail:isc% as argued carlier on issues especially those associated with scarce N
Said 1o be resource-based when it is caused by a competition over land or 4 ngt

N re=LSL
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qman-made resource perceived o be scarce, 1t s poligic
al or grri\'ﬂ"y' \_faluc-lmscn_l conflicts are those that origin
L-;m,ﬁ-‘11 erson, faith and belief. Conflict can be {bisiea
pum? station. One of the lenses argues that conflicts
eske .

yan! s wman life. Confli fore .
il aspect of | ct therefore should he avoided and can actually be avoided if |
¢ = avoided 1f huy-

pgd i f their overbearing j

n;_nc are CONSCIOUS 0 crbcwflng interests that are stimulating conflicts

md ‘esirous Of individual and collective development. § especially when they
are =

alif control of power and authority is the
: ate from perceived threat (o dignity of the
. idl- tjrnm l'wn lenses |I‘:ISC(] ontheir nature of
rrational and destructive and as such, it is the

ond lens perceives conflict as a corrective mechanis
Conflicts 1O this lens Vf’akf: society up from slumber and sha

«ent. To this, conflict is necessary if people or a group
0 ncforﬂ argue that conflict is a part of life that emerges fr
ther ing their goals over others and against all odds.

3c]]ie\r' ! . . f .
(hat conflict is a genetic factor develops into three d

schieve @ goal in life; the pursuit of life ambition that will lead 1o happiness and social recognition in

he society- Secor-ldly, i.t i.s the contradicting value judgment, which leads to crisis of choice, interest,
ond violence. Thirdly, it .mvolvcs cultural manipulation of individual rights, which results
inequality and personal differences.

o seC m that is inherent in human interaction.

ke it up to mobilize resources for devel-
of people are willing to develop. We can
om the desires of the actors who insist on
_W_c conclude in line with Madubuike (2014:8)
istinct areas. First is the motivational drive to

in injustice,

prief Historical Timeline of the Conflict

The Fulani and Tiv once lived peacefully together. Different historical sources on the ancestral origin
of these two ethnic groups point to the fact that Tiv and Fulani lived harmoniously in the past. Tracing
the Tiv/Fulani relationship, Abeghe (2005:3) had stated that, Bantu, a South African power broker
married a Fulani woman and bore many children amongst them was Tiv, but Tiv left his brothers at
infancy, so when the Tiv later encountered their lost brother- Fulani during their migratory journey
from the congo to their current place of abode.

According to Gbor (2006:33), the problem between the Fulani and the Tiv started when the Tiv re-
fused to inter-marry with Fulani. The reasons for Tiv refusal to give their daughters to Fulani can be
deduced first from the Tiv general dislike for giving their daughters to Atoatiev or Uke (non - Tiv).
Again, it can be argued that, the Tiv regarded the Fulani women as lazy people that could not do well
on the farm and so not worth being married to. The Tiv also did not fancy “the washing of the anus” of
the Fulani during their prayer times as they (Tiv) regard it as an unholy and dirty habit that their (Tiv)
daughters could not adopt. This Tiv action soon created Tiv/Fulani suspicion, resentment and fear.

According to Gbor (2006:34), despite this misunderstanding and subsequent departure of the Tiv away
from the Fulani, there was a symbolic gesture of a gift of a cow to the Tiv by Fulani to continue the
relationship between them Thread of suspicion and anger started between the two supposed brothers
over alleged abuse of trust in intermarriages and custodianship of cattle. The conflict at this stage was
however non-violent and expressed only through name calling. The Fulanis consistently referred to

Tiv as “Munchi” while the Tiv referred to the Fulanis as “Upul” and latter in the 19" Century as “Ba-
jah“. -

In Benue state, the conflict between the Fulani and Tiv had de-escalated in much of 1700-1800. How-
ever, violent confrontations resumed in around 1804-17 when forces of Usman Dan Fodio attempted
0 institute an Islamic state in Benue. The stiff resistance faced by the horsemen of Usman Dan Fodio
further reiterated the unwillingness of the Tiv to cohabit with their Fulani counterparts. Following the
Conquest of O1d Oyo (currently Illorin) and parts of Kogi, the Jihadists were preoccupied with building

IS AMic structures in the states they had conquered. Thus, violent confrontations subsided through the
ate 1800

ds in North East and North West Ni-
ge

. ; : was yet to be
b "2 began 10 induce southwards migration of Fulani herdsmen. Tl}e‘Muddl_c.; ‘Bi“ !:ir:' q:ionybecauec
the,.) 2dverse climate change and variability. Farmers were practicing shi Vg ICL AT
tre wag sufficient land to accommodate their farming system. It is wont to argue her :

By mig 1980s, climate change impact and deteriorating livelihoo
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r ol wives, children and farm they own, Ag | ]

; iis aff . apportunity Uk I o

this, they need land for large farming activities which affords them “"l |LI o "I / 1o have lare, lare
gl . . . ¥ ser [t ! 0r¢ . .

for cach of their wives and the revenue and food potten from thu;( .u]:‘h i v'-‘ Im the OPPrtn

to take care of their numerous children, To this, the Tiv nn attaches unbendane vatug to his 1,

is prepared (o dic defending his land.

adjudge their rovalty and wealth on the numbe

During this period, the Fulani negotiated (heir entry into Tiv communitics through legitimare g,

pers though such negotiations were not documented in t}'rilillg._ 1 ht:)"tll;n rT-S:{.h.ld ;n.m:! it the |
arcas d-:si‘nnatcd as “Luga” or “;\ng\\':l-ll-l"ulmliT They 1!\_’&:51_\'-'111\ their '-"m,k_h .|'n.‘ according
laws of 1th host communitics. Where in error, grazing :!cm-nllcs rcsullcx-l 1;1 uut]rt‘uuhmunt Of destry
tion of crops, cattle owners paid adequate compc.nsalmn. 'l-hcyr also ac m'm edged the powe
community leaders to evict them hence, were compliant to native land use laws.

iif

Towards 1990, Fulanis began (o introduce a new strategy of entry that was strange 10 the host coppy,
iy, A few Fulani would negotiate with community gatckeepers only for them Lo see morc than (he
c.\["scc{cd numbers of herdsmen arrive [m.gmzinn, This made grazing acnv!ucs difficult to monitor In
1991-1995, the Tiv farmers complained of breach of agreed terms by Fulani. Tsuwa (2014:110),

More cases of destruction of crops on-farm and in-store by cattle was ht‘:ing reported while they iy
creasingly became unwilling to pay compensation to affected parties. Again, 'ir!stcl;ul of the usual tradi.
tional process that conflicts between these groups were resolved, the 'Fulam Jctt:sgncq this approach
and began opting for the court. This was a clear indication that existing community justice systems
were becoming incapable of handling disputes between the two as a result of the new interest,

With access to financial resources more than the Tiv farmers, the Fulani won most of the cases they
took to court. Because of this development, Tiv communities began to bar entry of the Fulani into the
land. By mid 1990s, most communities turned down requests of Fulani for grazing space. They then
adopted the “armed grazing” strategy where they negotiated with money and guns without an option
of rejecting both. They used individuals who had internal conflict with community leaders as infor-
mants and as entry points.

The wars in Libya, Congo, Sudan, Cote D'Voire, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Liberia increased access
to arms thereby swiftly evolving the unstable peace between the two ethnic groups to a stage of cnsis
prevalent today.

Root Causes of the Conflict

The root cause of the conflict is ownership and control of land between the Tiv farmers and the Fulani
herdsmen. Whereas the former are unwilling to part with the fertile Benue Valley which remains 2
source of livelihood security to them, the latter is unwilling to limit their activities in North East and
North West Nigeria where grazing lands are fast going into extinction without compensatory devel-

opment of grazing reserved arcas (GRAs). Hagher (2013:5) arguing on the sources of the conflict
opines that:

...the story of clashes between Fulani herdsmen and farmers abound. In all cases,
it starts with a Fulani herdsman or herdsmen driving their catle into crops farms
to graze. The farmers in order to protect their crops, farms and livelihood attack
the Fulani or attempt to chase them away. The Fulani retaliate by opening fire or
violently defending their cows by killing or maiming the farmers. The cm:‘ﬂic[ es-
calates as the Fulani migrate from that scene to yet another

From the above, it is clear that the conflict between Fulani herdsmen and farmers has been staged I
different parts of Benue, Nasarawa, Plateau, FCT Abuja, Bauchi, Sokoto, Yobe, Cross-Riven Oz
Oyo, and Enugu states. Clashes with Tiv take place in Benue and Nasarawa states where Tiv farmer®
have lived for over three centuries; farming for food and livelihood security. -

— 126 >
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J
ctural Sources of the Conflieg

getura! .
gtr inhabitants of the Midqe Belt region (e

p i i e ae unwholee
on dal syst€m practiced in (e region ecognizeg Communi -
[ 0

antithesis of the existence of “Seltlerg® .
II};‘I'IS of the Land Use Acy of 1979 tha ther,
SICd as veritable constituencieg for I’CTDCII"lling violenc
k i G,

W I and legal fy. :
tional ¢ gal framework g
constitt orks which Would have proyige basis for stron

sions. For example, the Conggi i i
e ution of I Republic of Nigeria 1999 4 amended recognizes he

f these tWo groups tg gq: ‘eders
. WO S < gai .
dght e
EXample, it has he Land Usge Actof 1979 on the contrary has

nful income

) A £en

ntradictory provisions, For .

contr : i mentione o " “ 5

filed 10 explain the basis for c]assiﬁcminn of “in dizs ( the concepts “indigene and “settler” byt
is cli ;

cause of the conflict 5
Another mate change jmn: 3 _ o _
jeas in North Eastern ang North Wcstemb NITSEJCI This has resulted in the extinction of grazing
siding in

yerdsmen hitherto not re the Middle Bell. & downwards, the migration of
rished land for farming hepce ma

; King larger Proportion
lands.

Me competitiveness
. Y leaders g “land owners!
S often rejected by migrants who y
A no “ownere” of lanq: only “tenants”

over land, The
"hence in:lucing
phold the provi-
- These are often

¢

£ action weak in pro-

Failure to reach

El b T - -
Dargaining zone,_thls 'S an overlap between the minimum lands demanded by Fulani
herdsmen for grazing and the Maximum land that Ty £,

: bes by ith : Mers are willing to part with has resulted in
COEICIVE approaches by the f_Oﬂner 1o acquire grazing lands; and the latter to protect their lands. We
can thercfore argue that, the Increasin

governance. As a result of bad gove

‘ i mance, a significant proportion of i
relegated to non-skilled jobs particul

arly farming, grazing or fishing.

Benue, Nasarawa, Plateau.

Proximate Sources of the Conflict

Proximate conditions such as ungoverned border spaces in North East Nigeria, the wars ‘in l:.iby.a, Cote
D'voire and recently Mali and Central African Republic have equally resulted in easy distribution and
access to small arms and light weapons (SALWs), spread of anns-manufgcture technc'ﬂogy as wc}! as
smuggling of migrants and militias (SOMMs) which are used to inflict violence within communities,
especially those that lack the powers to defend themselves.

There is strong communal support for violence. Some of these violence stal\jehnl_ders are policy mak-
ers, political and religious leaders. The agenda of interest groups such as Miyetti Allah and the utter-
ant;el: of the Sultan of Sokoto concering the conflict further raises questions concerning }he po_]ltlc?l
will to address it According to Hagher (2013:6) the Sultan of Sokoto during a Tiv-Fulani mecting in
June 2012 insists that:

; i le who are attached to their
“ulani Trans-border peacc loving peop : -
Thel FU_:_E;:: Ii:l:l:fmi can kill in order to defend their cz_utle anq are easily pro-
Calli:(-l They a;e courageous fighters who do not easily forgive adversaries,
voked.

ec m i i at available ca-
i bat-readiness theory which holds that avail ;
i i i is ex lalnea by ‘hc = o . to Muara ' n ‘e‘v |[1CII.1dCb
T _hmcally: this cqnﬂlct it tlijng condition for violent conflict. This capacity for\mLZ :vail-lblc o
Eacuy e Wolencc.:l:_s . famr; aof the arms and drugs. These have been 1ncrcasm¢tg}llgi.'cméom:o Dlti X
ms, willing usel I . Fons ‘
i:t?rss [to arl n rclhlz;Ir:?s uf:u:)m failed states such as Libya, Central African Repu C
national me

D'Voire, and Mali.
nﬁ;;amlﬁ_ Ott‘}:lwg(f:ﬂ:lg::i a nexus of hate built along religion, ethnicity and politics. Sinc
conflict has
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. [ateau states in 2( i1
reme violence in Benue, Nasarawi and Plateau states _”:L differey lovey
NGOs, the academic unn_mumtj,:,‘ll!t cpendent reg,,  of
and Conflict Resolution (IPCR), Scarel, for (_..rchc,‘

resumption ol ext
conflict analysis have been completed by

and government MDAs like Institute 'I‘nr l"cncc Mg,
Grounds. Some of the dynamics identified include: " of thought 10 EEDNCUM
e Religion: This conflict is perceived by some sclm_nllh (I’I , sitdlhis® WCI'L; - I'LFLIC by Fulapj I
reinforce the ideologies of Usman Dan l-('adm W']lll: ) ']lL' 1J| (‘,f Iq'h‘m Thou *lld ie to aChiey, .
1804-17 and a struggle by Tiv to re-establish ﬂ"}”' ICJ?L-:fchliol;l(;l"i lin'lcti(i; ]_t]'“-‘jt' C Largg,
perceptions, they have caused intensive scrutiny Of St jpIREREONS Using eligioy,

lenses especially security agents.

e Ethnicity: This conflict has generated dynamics of qtlmw l!atc. :I’hc Michi/Munch; Story s
aradually being dragged from myth 10 reality through increasing valleys of hate betweep Fu.
Janis™ and “Tiv". Some persons associate the conflict more wnl_t _clhmcxly than resources; gy,
guing from the standpoint that if other ethnic groups are cohabiting peacefully with (e Tiv,
there must have been more to the hate between the ethnic groups.

been linked with political interests. Affected parties of the copflig
align the perceived impunity with which killings and destructions are carried out during the
conflict with the activities of shadow politicians. Some farmers outrightly accuse stakeholders
such as government officials and traditional leaders of mongagi.ng their lands; while some
herdsmen accuse the government of not providing adequate securily for their legitimate graz-

ing activities.

e Politics: The conflict has

The above constitute the unsung dynamics of the conflict.

A. Micro Analysis-
i.  Tiv/Fulani Crisis: The Relationship

History holds that the Fulanis and Tiv once cohabited peacefully. A fallout of the Michi
(Munchi) story marked the turning point in the spate of hate between these ethnic groups.
The manifestations of this conflict including wanton destructions and brutal killings are
further dragging the Michi story from a mere myth to a fact.

ii.  Religious Undertones of the Conflict

Religious interpretations of the conflict have continued to weaken the efforts of security
agents to manage the conflict. The Fulani herdsmen are perceived by predominantly Chris-
tian farmers as disguised actors sccking to replicate the Usman Dan Fodio’s Jihad that
failed to materialize in 1804-17. Similarly, the Fulani herdsmen perceive the Christian-
dominated governments of Plateau and Benue as providing inadequate security (0 thetr
herdsmen hence exposing them and their cattle to violent attacks.
iii.  Response of Security Agencies
The issues of i i i . . ; . tione Ol
sty Se:uri't"azllg:; durln(ighlntemal Security Operations in the wake of violence 0:;1(_,
conflict handling cag abllltifu;:l: ”ow ihcsc. have made communities to lose confidence "
3 s ol local police are part of the focus of this paper.
Also of concern is the successive - their i
§ refusal of police to invi ili act in heirs
: invite the military to act! N
even when the violence supersedes the force in y \ndate for

; spite of the clear constitutional M
them to do so. This ici : Aar cons™ '
ies f 1is often nurses suspicion of likelihood of informal collaboration ¥
ties for perpetuation of violence, ‘ L

ith par

i-
. ., p ;ll‘j["
beria have shown that police b cxf’?flcnccs in Rwanda, Congo DR, Scl'lc_g"..ll' -I[Clj by
cither conflict parties to be coll c}Corln.;.: SubJFC‘ of atluck the moment they are suspet
: dhorating with the other party to perpetuate violence:

S — 128 ) /
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v.  The Government of Benue and Nassarawa States-

Vi.

The Traditional Institutio, and Management of the Conflict

[t must be noted that tradition
» () ic . 'CVC \ 3 i

”]'L|u] ll‘l.]:(l,l However, some traditional leaders have ente

with herc .-tm,-n 0 concede some of the land in their comi

personal land’ to the herdsmen without knowlcdgc or cons

al leader arts
al leaders of both parties have played key toles in managing

red into express or implied pacts
nunity which they acclaim “their
entof their entire communities,

The terms of the concession in some
and agreed to; by both the negotiatin
Thus, the herdsmen misconstrued
popular opinion of the community
activities in the communities, they

of such communities were not mutually understood
e Fulani_and these isolated Tiv traditional leaders.
actions of the traditional leaders to be a reflection of
hence felt cheated when upon introduction of grazing
were confronted by community members.

T{I;‘:)snixl?lt‘llr"i]}kthy traditional leaders have become subject of attacks. It also explains why
¢ s by traditional leaders to summon negotiation meetings have failed.

Imperatives for Joint Action

The conflict has resulted into w
ments of the two states have tak
ures include:

anton Killings and destruction of properties. The govern-
en measures to address the conflict. Some of these meas-

e Peace Meetings between Fulani and Tiv Leaders: Following resumption of violence
in 2011, several mectings have been organized by the governments of Benue and Nasa-
rawa states towards finding lasting solutions to the conflict. In June 2012, the Sultan of
Sokoto was invited to one of such meetings organized by Benue State Government. At
least 1 meeting is organized every 12 months in this regards.

¢ Financing of Security Agents: The government of the two states have increased fi-
nancing for security at state and local government levels. In Benue state, LGAs affected
by this conflict receive more financial allocation for strengthening of security than their
counterparts without security challenges. This equity approach has improved response
to the conflict

e Policy and Legislations: in the event of breakdown of law and order, the legislative
and executive councils pass resolutions for quick deployment of police and where the
fire overwhelms the response of police, state they seek intervention of the military to

act in aid of civil authorities.

It must be noted that one gap in the approach of the two states is the absence quoinl security
patrol for the two states. The International JTF Model has proven to work in the counter-
terrorism plan of ECOWAS. It would be good (o domf:sthalt? this by Sc{‘tlng up a common plz.n”
the two states. This will include an inter-state joint security

form for response to the conflict by . : i g
warning system for conflict monitoring and early re-

team and a Trans Benue-Nasarawa carly
sponse.

Breeding, Grazing and Contro! of Animals

Across the world, there is a shiftin paradigm il} Ehc brci:eding, grazing an vf()furol of :Iniltlilfh.‘.
frum‘ihe [radi[io‘nal extensive system (O St:?ml-llllenSl\’B battery range system. Cl‘JlIl‘.![I.."l‘Lvrs
such as U.S.A, Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania are large producers of C‘:llllc ‘ur?c.l O‘II.ILIi l‘l\lt.h-
iock l.{o\.\;m‘rcr‘, cases of violent conflicts between cattle breeders and farmers are absent or

insignificant.

T .en farmers and herdsmen put 10 question, the approach :u.ioplcd in ngc-
‘he Slaglics bg_tw'u- ful impact on crop farming activities, unconfined breeding and grazing

ria. Apart from harm ion in grazing zones to harmful discases

of animals especially gattle, €xposces human habitati
T = eSS 129
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| spread by cattle or cattle-carrying veclors. Some of these include Bovine | UDerCy
i * e . T oy VS 7
even typhoid fever where cattle and men share sources of waler. |
and state level in this repapg.

In Nigeria, there is absence of legislations at federal B

currently at different stages in national and state legislatures have not addresseq SOme s
. 4 : H Ve ST - R b [y

these key components hence making it an imperative for legal frameworks “’?"”‘!tin]r
: hting

breeding. grazing and control of animals to be instituted.

B. Macro Analysis

1. Arms Surveillance Gaps and Ungoverned Border Spaces
At least 200,000 km?® areas of Nigeria's border spaces are not monitored. 40% of these ungo-
t control of terror cells. The terror cells have a nexus with ams

verned spaces are under direc
le arms and light weapons (SALWs) into |o.

and drug merchants who use the linkage to smugg

cal communities.
Also. communal violence have recorded significant shift in paradigm from purchase of arms (o

setting up of arms factories within communities where lethal weapons and firearms are many-
factured and used to perpetrate violence. These arms factories are often established with the
knowledge of gatekeepers. This is indicative of the fact that even within communities, there are

ungoverned spaces.

The poorly coordinated arms surveillance and control at border points and within communities
is majorly a consequence of weak collaboration, poor coordination and frail synergy between
and amongst security agents, non-state actors etc for the control of SALWs. Rivalry between
Police and SSS in management of intelligence information as well as Nigeria Custom Service,

Police and the Military in Response operations are clear examples.

This has facilitated violent attacks in North Central Nigeria. The concept “Gunmen” which is a
manifestation of this phenomenon has gained popular usage in the reportage of conflicts in the

middle belt.

2. Smuggling of Migrants and Militias
One of the key characteristics of conflicts between herdsmen and farmers in the middle belt is

the use of expatriates as combat militias. This strategy is reinforced by the fact that Nigeria is
surrounded or connected to countries that have experienced wars via the waterways and

deserts. These include Mali, Cote D’Voire, Libya, and South Sudan.
Migrants from these war zones have interest in Nigeria because of lose immigration control

measures and weak national identity management systems. Their infiltration increase the pro-
portion of combat-ready populations as paid violence becomes their sole source of livelihood.
NAPTIP, Nigeria Immigration Service and other security agencies need to rework their strate-

gy towards curbing this.

3. Weak Climate Change Impact Management

The close of 1990s witnessed accelerated response to
of every 10 states in the North launched afforestation and conservation programs.

projects were however, poorly managed, hence the increased extinction of grazing lands. The
fast-encroaching deserts have necessitated southwards migration of herdsmen thus igniting V1o~

lent clashes. &
While international funding organizations contribute their quota, states in Northern Nige!! 2
tive to herdsmer

must institute “Grazing Land Recovery” programs to make migration unattrac
and forestall violent conflicts between farmers and herdsmen.

Climate Change Management. At least 0
These

; . is
will only address the conflict in the short term- Thi

The option of desiggating grazing reserves
ple will aggravate the conflict in the long term-

is because the realities of Malthusian princi
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As population of graze, incrense
ate fresh clashes, Ip Summary, 4
manifestations of he conflier

» EXPansion of he re
. IS ASItepy (hat is
U Withoy, addre

serve will be pe
non-sustainahle
Ssing the root cauges,

cessary. This will gener-
and will only address the
(plications of the Conflict for N
iolent conflicts aim 1o contrih
No vio! AT Iy to nation: : 3 '
Y fhe ottt i ehumerateq betos Y 10 nationg] development. Some of the
» Stalled Grassroots I)ovclupmont:
One popular slogan s “There ¢
Violent conflicts affecy ¢
sult into destruction of
schools, markets, ¢(c

ationg] l)c\‘clnpmmi
| WIC positjye
: grave implica-
annot be
evelopmeny of
Previously con
» and preveps the i

any development in
affecteq communitie
pleted development
nstitution of new

an environment devoid of peace”.
S 1n two ways. Conflicts often re-

efforts especially health centres.

development action.
» Food Insecurity:

1 times of Peace, ;
::Iencc. young pcoﬁlg Eiizlll::;l:ling theNeid g bchi_nd children and youths. In timgs of vi-
conflict are not strong enough (o ep oy iﬁﬂd lrl_sr.Jrnc nstances ch:]d{c{l.. These survivors of
sulting in grave food Sllonagbes_ EAg€ In sustainable agricultural activities consequently re-
Clashes between farmers a
tural activities and destruction of pl
security much especially ag Benue i

Women die, leavin

state have resulted in suspension of agricul-
anting materials. This portends to cause National Food in-
s Nigeria's food production hub and food transit point.

Besides acute shortage of fooqd supply which is alread
the middlebelt which is a (ransit point w
southern part of Nigeria. This wil] result
tional food crisis may instigate or escalate

y lingering, increased spate of violence in
ill shut supply of food to and fro the northern and
in a national food crisis. It must be noted that a na-
violent conflicts and crime across Nigeria.
* Weak National Human Resource Base:
One of the common phenomena associated with v
youths and children. There exists an inverse relationship between the magnitude of human kil-
lings and national human resource development. Thus, as violence heightens and Killings in-
crease, the labour force, knowledge and skill base available for national development dwindles.

iolent conflicts is killings of men, women,

* Poor Development Financing: _ ' .
Increased violence will demand increased government expenditure on security. This reduces
the budgetary allocation for development. In Benue state, each of the four local government
areas affected by this conflict spend over 6 million naira monthly in managing the Cf)nﬂlcl.
This covers support to Internally Displaced Persons (_IDPS). support 'to_ sec;mly agencies and
security meetings. The opportunity cost of this expenditure is the EduCJEIOI"!a supplies, }:?cdlc;:
equipment, vocational kits, etc which would have been procured and distributed monthly wit
same amounts to improve quality of life of the LGAs.

?}Tmfnlrer‘ldmmnsmmendaliOﬂ'i are made towards achieving sustainable peace in communities af-
¢ following reco : '

fected by violence;

Immediate Measures .
i. Suspension of Grazing actly
This will douse the tension [
farming activities in the com
activities in the affected LGA

conflict.

ities in communities al‘fecled.hy "lol?flcei i e
hat manifests through sporadic attacks by 1? 1 p.r “L: ‘zin,-:

ity have been suspended, only a suspension of gra g
mun{l]y'ioflcn the grounds for constructive resolution of the
S Wil 3§
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ii. Closure of the Makurdi cattle market:
There has been alleged involvement of cattle market traders and buyers in Uhidler)
activitics in respect of the conflict, A closure of the market will result into a die :_""“L'r!
violent cells as may be operating in disguise at the market. This will '-ltl'llj'lhp‘n. il of
gence gathering and subsequently, result in the exposure of shadow actors of the ¢ "I:;!Ih.lh'

iii. Prosccution of persons indicted by intelligence information: =5
Experiences in Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Congo DR, Liberia, and Ilmnini[Icm-y_n-.,,,., §
shown that sustainable peace in post-conflict era is realized only if p{:rpclr;lrnr.‘n[u.-”Y
olence are punished for their acts. Security agents have in independent agency inn-llmrr"\"
systems, indicted key stakeholders. Prosecution of these people will reassure “icllsni; Ir;.m
the judicial system is intolerant to impunity. It will equally serve as a deterrent to other ;,:'
tors,

iv.  Provision of emergency reliel and trauma healing to victims of the conflict: A pallia.
tive approach to peacebuilding holds that conflicts are bound to re-escalate af 3 Wnr;c
scale if conflict management systems do not provide relief and trauma healing to pcr;{,h‘
affected by violence.

This is because the feeling of vietims that they have lost ‘everything’ often instigates the
desire to revenge at a magnitude that disregards dignity in the human person.

Intermediate Measures
i. Creation of grazing reserve arcas (GRAs) in the North-East and North Western

states of Nigeria: One of the complexities inhibiting the effective management of this
conflict is the difficulty in monitoring, documenting and regulation of activities of
herdsmen. They lay some claims that they have registered their cattle and obtained grazing
permits. This is often difficult to dispute or verify hence making grazing difficult, Crea-
tion of grazing reserved areas will forestall wild, unmonitored and unregulated breeding
and grazing activities.

ii. Compensation of families affected by the violence: The conflict has resulted into de-
struction of properties, killing of persons and unplanned displacement and migration of af-
fected parties. These have introduced extreme suffering amongst conflict survivors whose
dependency has doubled and per capita income reduced. Adequate compensation of these
persons affected by conflict will result in mitigating the severe impacts of the conflict.

. Review of Land Use Act (LUA) of 1979: Inconsistency in the provision of LUA have
created complexities that make management of the conflict difficult. Most communities in
Nigeria have rejected the application of LUA and in its place, held unto the traditional
land tenure systems practiced before 1979. As the only lagal framework that explains legi-
timate land use, there is need to review the act to harmonize its provisions with those of

currently practiced tenurial systems

iii

Some of these variations include the concept of ‘individual and community land owner-
ship’ recognized by the tenure systems and ‘right of tenancy’ recognized by the LUA.
Another is the constitutional definition of an ‘indigene’ and a ‘settler’. The ongoing con-
stitutional review and the upcoming national confab provide good vitas of opporlunil)'_“"
achieving this. It is estimated that a strong LUA will contribute to resolving over 1,500

violent conflicts in
Nigeria.

iv. States in Northern Nigeria should institute “Grazing Land Recovery™ programs (0 m;:lu.;
migration unattractive to herdsmen and forestall violent conflicts between farmers i‘"‘_fl
herdsmen: The fast extinction of grazing lands in north eastern and north western N:-“t_”l'_
has accounted for mass southwards migration of herdsmen with the Benue Valley & "‘_
tractive destinations. This calls for a need to reclaim desert-consumed lands for graziis
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As practiced in Zimbghwe
west could be used 10 o |
PCRUp nrazing rece
s ey P o 17ng rese

and Kenya, Irrigation Dams in states of north east and north

rves where mass of caule ean be kept at semi-

Long termn Measures

i. 1ri"l‘|'i"" TWPCSCIVE §ie s
i :ur::; o t{;:ﬁt&t&:‘ll:“:ll“t;llll|')|:||‘l'l|.ng and Breen conservation projects in Northern Ni-
£reen conservation. This }n ‘; I.‘.t‘l.t.c|"-1 b {l1|{l(llcl?clt, there is need for rapid response to
ventions such as tree plantino o MENsive project and may require large scale inter-
Planting, bush burning control, water supply etc.
Thus, internationa Community
tection in Nigeria, State gov
crments and communigjes
grasses. This will apart fro
supplies for controlled

should alsg increase their funding for environmental pro-
emments.in Northern Nigeria should engage with local gov-
o facilitate planting, nursing and conservation of trees and
M curtailing adversity of climate change impact, avail grass
grazing

ii. Increased monitoring,

: surveillance and control of infiltration and use of Small Arms
and Light Weapon (SALY

s ; Vs): Nigeria maintains borders with countries that are transit
zones lor international arms markets. These include Benin Republic which is a gateway to

lhc‘ arms networks in Cote D’Voire, Liberia, Senegal, Guinea and Mali as well as Niger
which is a linkage point to the terror markets of Libya, Sudan and Chad. Nigeria's nodal

connection o terror zones demands for strong surveillance and control of infiltration and
use of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALWs).

However, large proportions of Nigeria's border is not patrolled by security agents thus
creating entry points for unwholesome merchants like arms dealers, dug peddlers and mi-
litias in search for paid-violence employment. Strong collaboration between and amongst

securily agencies, border communities and civil society organization thus becomes an im-
perative for achieving a sealed national border.

iii. Monitoring and control of immigrations and trafficking in persons and drugs: As al-
ready noted, Nigeria’s border with countries such as Benin Republic which is a gateway to
violence zones such as Cote D'Voire, Liberia, Senegal, Guinea and Mali as well as Niger
which connects Libya, Sudan and Chad creates an opportunity for inflow of drug sellers
and militias in search for paid-violence employment.

To address this, it is important to institute a strong interagency approach to the monitoring
and control of trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants. A national identity man-
agement system and active collaboration between state and non-state stakeholders will
‘C‘ . - - - .

contribute to achieving this.
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