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Course Description 

The course examines the phenomenon of a revolution and its impact on society. It explores the 
historical and theoretical dimensions of revolutions analyzing their causes, dynamics, consequences, 
and effects on various aspects of society. The course adopts an interdisciplinary approach, drawing 
from political science, sociology, history, and other relevant fields. The course will examine and expose 
the students to a comprehensive understanding of revolutions and their significance in shaping 
societies through case studies, theoretical readings, and critical analysis.  

Course Objectives 

The major objectives of this course are: 

1. To enable the students to understand human societies' nature, character, and dynamics.  

1. To help students to critically evaluate different theoretical approaches to understanding 
Revolutions. 

2. To enable the students to understand the role of revolutionary ideologies, leaders, and mass 
mobilization. 

3. To enable the students to assess revolutions' impact on state power, political structures, 
economy, and governance. 

4. To enable the students to apply theoretical frameworks and historical knowledge to analyze 
specific case studies of revolutions. 

5. To enable the students, to engage in critical thinking and develop analytical skills through 

reading, discussions, and written assignments.    

Learning Outcomes 

https://bit.ly/3TUAewA


  At the end of this course, students are expected to be conversant with the following;  

1. The nature, character, and dynamics of human societies.  

2. Have critical knowledge of the causes, nature, and effect of revolution on human societies  

3. Have sound understanding of ideals, personalities, and events that have caused and shaped 
revolutions. 

4. Develop critical thinking towards analyses of societal events particularly on issues of inequality, 
deprivation, mass mobilization, and revolt.        

Grading Method 
75% class Attendance    5% 
Class Test/Assignments 15% 
Class Participation       20%  
End of Semester Examination 60%  
Total 100 % 

  

Course Contents     

Module One: Introduction to Societal Studies 

- What is a society? 

- Theoretical description of a society 

- Nature and historical evolution of a society 

- Types of societies.  

- Dynamics of human societies  

Module Two: Introduction to Revolution       

- Definition and characteristics of a Revolution 

- Evolution of revolution as a concept 

- Theoretical approaches to studying revolution 

- Types and Characteristics of Revolution 

Module Three: Classical and Contemporary Theories of Revolution 

- Classical Theories  
- Marx and Frederick Engels 
- Aristotle    
- Machiavelli    
- Alexis de Tocqueville  
- Samuel Huntington       
- Charles Tilly 
- Contemporary Theories  
- Jack Goldstone 
- Theda Skocpol 
- Eric Wolf  
- Summarizing the First to Third Generations of Revolutionary Theories   

Module Four: Causes of Revolution 



- Social 

- Economic 

- Political  

- Psychological  

- Inequality, and oppression 

- Globalization and technology 

Module Five: Dynamics of Revolution 

- The stages and processes of revolution 

- Revolution and Social Mobilization 

- Revolutionary leaders and their strategies 

- Revolution and popular participation  

Module Six: Revolution and State Power 

- The overthrow of existing regimes 

- Emergence of new political structures and systems 

- Revolutionary governments and their challenges 

- The consolidation or failure of revolutionary movements 

Module Five: Revolution and Social Change 

- Socioeconomic transformations during and after revolutions 

- Impact on class structures, social hierarchies, and inequalities 

- Gender dynamics and women's participation in revolutions 

- Cultural and ideological changes brought about by revolutions 
  
  Reading Reference  

Abelson, E. S. (1995). Social Hierarchies -- Transforming Women’s Work: New England Livesin the 
Industrial Revolution. Contemporary Sociology, 24(2), 188.  

Agnew, R. (1987). On Testing Structural Strain Theories.Journal of Research in Crime and 
Delinquency, 23(4), 281-286.  

Ahmad, I. (1997). Emergence of Sociology and its Relationship with Social Sciences. Employment 
News, 22(1), 1-3.  

Abercrombie, N., Hill, S. and Turner, B.S.(2000). The Penguin Dictionary of Sociology. 4thed. 
London: Penguin Books.  

Arendt, H. (1965). On Revolution. United States: Penguin Books.  

Calvert, P. (1990). Revolution and Counter-Revolution. Buckingham. Open University Press. 4.4. 

Frank, L.K., (1944). What is Social Order, American Journal of Sociology 

Giddens, A. (1996). Sociology. 6th Edition. London: Macmillan.  



Gurr, T.R. and Goldstone, J.A. (1991).Comparisons and Policy Implications. In Gurr, T.R., 
Goldstone, J.A., and Moshiri, F. (Ed.). Revolutions of the Late Twentieth Century. Boulder. 
Westview Press, Inc. 

 Dunn, J. (1972). Modern Revolutions. New York: Cambridge University Press 

Foran, J. (1997). Theorizing Revolutions. London and New York: Routledge.  

Benford, R. & Snow, D. (2000). Framing Processes and Social Movements: An Overview and 
Assessment. Annual Review of Sociology 

Hamilton, R. (2001). Mass Society, Pluralism, and Bureaucracy: Explication, Assessment, and 
Commentary. Westport, CT: Praeger 

Kreisler, H. (2002). Comparing Rich Democracies: Theory. Harold Wilensky Interview: 
Conversations with History. Institute of International Studies, UC Berkeley.  

Mohammed, K.T. (2015). The state and social movements in Nigeria: Understanding the Boko 
Haram phenomenon. Proceedings of The IRES 19th International Conference, Dubai, UAE, 5th 
December 2015.  

Morrison, D. (1971). Some Notes Toward Theory on Relative Deprivation, Social Movements, and 
Social Change. The American Behavioural Scientist 

Orji, K.E. (2011). Revolutionary Pressures and Social Movements in Nigeria: The Niger Delta 
Experience. African Research Review, Vol 5(4): 449-461.  

Paulsen, R. & Glumm, K. (1995). Resource Mobilization and the Importance of Bridging 
Beneficiary and Conscience Constituencies. National Journal of Sociology, 9(2), 37-62.  

Singer, M. (1992). The Application of Relative Deprivation Theory to Justice Perception of 
Preferential Selection. Current Psychology, 11(2), 128-145. 

 Smith, R. (2001). A Legacy of Lazarsfeld: Cumulative Social Research on Voting. International 
Journal of Public Opinion Research, 13(3), 280-298.  

Stolley, K.S. (2005). The Basics of Sociology. London: Greenwood Press 

Goldstone, J. A (2014) Revolutions: A Very Short Introduction. Very Short Introductions Series. New 
York: Oxford University Press 

Goldstone, J.A (2015)The Encyclopedia of Political Revolutions New York, Routledge 

Goldstone, J. A (2026) Revolution and Rebellion in the Early Modern World Population 
Change and State Breakdown in England, France, Turkey, and China,1600-1850; 25th 
Anniversary Edition Routledge 

Goldstone, J. A (2010)Toward a Fourth Generation of Revolutionary Theory Annual Review 
of Political Science, Vol. 4, pp. 139-187, 2001 

D A Aya R. (1990) Rethinking Revolutions and Collective Violence. Amsterdam: Het Spinhuis 
Baker KM 
Marx, K and Engels, F (1848) Manifesto of the Communist Party, – reprinted in 2010 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=654567
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=654567
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=654567
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1531902
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1531902


  
Marx, K and Engels, F (1867), Das Kapital, 1867, Reprinted by Pacific Publishing Studios in 2010  
  
Marx, The Communist Manifesto. 
  
Eisenstadt, S.N(1978) Revolution and the Transformation of Societies: A Comparative Study of 
Civilizations. New York: Free Press 

Paige, J.M (1975) Agrarian Revolution: Social Movements and Export Agriculture in the 
underdeveloped world. New York: Free Press 

Skocpol, T (1979) States and Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France, Russia, and 
China. Cambridge: Cambridge University press   

Huntington, S.P (1968) Political Order in Changing Societies (New Haven: Yale University Press,  

Tilly, C (1975), "Revolutions and Collective Violence," in Fred Greenstein and Nelson Polsby (,eds.), 
Handbook of Political Science, III (Reading, Mass.: Addison-Wesley 

 

 


