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Course Description

The course examines the behavioural and post-behavioural approachesin the study and understanding
of a branch of political science known as political behaviour. This course introduces us to the
theoretical and measurement aspects of various determinants of political behaviour, including culture,
environment, ideas, socialisation, communication, party alignments, and mass mobilisation. Political
Behaviour is therefore the study of the way people think, feel, and act about politics. The course will
also provide us with an understanding of key issues in political behaviour such as public opinion,
ideology, partisanship, political knowledge, participation, campaigns, the media, ethnicity and
intergroup relations.

Expected Outcomes
At the end of this course, students are expected to;
1. Become curious about political actions and inaction and ask good questions;
Assess and synthesise information to arrive at informed opinions and decisions about politics.;
engage in analytical and critical thinking concerning political events;
Respectfully discuss and deliberate ideas
Communicate effectively on critical political issues and events.
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Course Requirement:

(a) Compulsory Class Attendance - 10 Marks
(b) Class Participation - 10 Marks
(b) Mid-Semester Assessment - 20 Marks
(c) End of Semester Examination - 60 Marks

Module One: Introductory Issues in Political Behaviour
Understanding Politics

Understanding Political Behaviour

Origin of the study of Political Behaviour

Major Trusts of Political Behaviour

Factors Influencing Political Behaviour

The Study of Politics before Behaviour Revolution

The Behavioural Revolution

Foundations of Political Behaviour


https://bit.ly/3TUAewA

Module Two: Theoretical Approaches to the study of Political Behaviour
Elite Theory

Group Theory

Games Theory

Power Theory

Marxist Theory

Module Three: Ideology and Political Behaviour
Understanding Ideology

Types of Ideology

Spectrum of Ideology

Ideology and Political Behaviour

Module Four: Political Socialisation

Understanding Political Socialisation

Major Agents of Political Socialisation

Functions of Political Socialisation

Effects of Political Socialisation on Political Behaviour

Module Five: Political Culture
Understanding Political Culture

Forms of Political Culture

Political Culture and Political Behaviour

Module Six: Political Participation

Understanding Political participation

Scope of Political Participation

Types of Political Participation

Factors Affecting Political Participation

Dimension of Political Participation

Identify Politics, Political Participation and Democracy

Module Seven: Political Communication
Understanding Political Communication

Types and Nature of Political Communication
Tools of Political Communication

Political Communication and Political Behaviour

Module Eight: Ethnicity, Election and Political Behaviour
Understanding Ethnicity

Understanding Elections

Ethnicity and Elections



Ethnicity, Elections and Political Behaviour
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