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Abstract

This paper interrogates the impact of election fraud on political stability in Nigeria's
Fourth Republic. The paper adopted secondary means of data collection for the
study. Liberal theory of democracy was adopted for analysis. The paper argued that
political instability in Nigeria since 1999 to date is as a result of lack of free, fair and
credible elections. Credible, free and fair elections can help in consolidating
democratic values, promote human rights and security. But fraudulent elections
promote political instability, corruption and conflict in the polity. In view of the
above scenario, the paper therefore recommended that concerted effort should be
put in place for the introduction of new technology into our electoral process. There
is every need by INEC to further deploy technology in oth(-;r arcas of tl?e electoral
process, especially in results tabulation and transmission, in online voters'
registration and even in piloting electronic voting, godfatherism should. _bc
discouraged, political parties and politicians shoulc_i play the game.of politics
according to its rules, security agents must be professional and well trained for the
roles they are supposed to play before, during and after elections among others to

enhance political stability in Nigeria.

Keywords: Election, fraud, rigging, violence, democracy, Political Stability.

173



Nigerian Journal of Political and Administrative Studies

Introduction .

In liberal democratic theory, an clection is a viable mcch:lm's‘m for perfectipy,
representative government and voting is the main form of pp[ilicnl pa rticipatim]
in a democratic socictics. Globally, credible elections const_rlutc amajor facior i,
democracy and good governance. Election in democracics hc]p.s: 10 promote
representation of popular will and to secure legitimacy of the political sysieyy,
(Tonwe, Aihic and Igiebor, 2014). The clectoral system of any country plays
fundamental role in sustaining and molding the political behavior of its citizeng
(Okolo, 2002). The way elections are conducted in a country determines to 3
great extent the level of political culture, political participation and governance
in the country. This obviously depends on the effectiveness and efficiency of a
country's electoral system.

Since democracy means rule by the people, people are supposedly able to
choose leaders whom they want to represent their interest in government
through elections even though it is usually difficult to hold elections that are
completely free and fair. However, conducting elections have been the major
bane confronting A frican democracies. Studies on elections show that transiting
from one regime to another is often the problem in most African states
(Ogundiyaand Aba, 2005; Glasgow and Alvarez, 2005; Falana, 2009).

The manifestation of violence before, during and after elections often brings
about instability in the political system of most African states including Nigeria
which is ignited by fraudulent elections. The conduct of elections has always
been characterized by pessimism or uncertainty inconclusive and fears for the
safety of lives and properties. Itis based on the foregoing ugly scenarios that this
paper seek to interrogate the incidence of election fraud and political stability in
Nigeria particularly in the Fourth Republic 1999 to date.

Conceptual Clarifications

The Concept of Election Fraud: According Kurfi (2005:101) election fraud is
the manipulation of the electoral process to the advantage of a particular
candidate or political party which can be perpetuated at any level of the electoral
process from the delimitation of the constituencies to the adjudication of
clection disputes and that even the promulgation of the electoral law could be
subject to abuse by partisan administration or bureaucracy as witnessed during
the enactment of electoral act 2001 and 2002. This elections manipulation
remains inevitable without the connivance of election participants such as:
candidates, polling agents, security agents, polling clerks, election/returning
officers, presiding officers and the electorate at large.

The objectives of election fraud are mainly to frustrate the democratic
aspiration of citizens who have voted, or would have voted into oflice someone

olhcr' lha.n the rigged individual. Ibrahim (2007) identified these forms of
clection fraud in Nigeria thus:

174



Election Fraud it ity in Ni

and Political Stability in Nigeria's Fourth Republic
Compilation of !itfli}ious hames on volers registers, ille iati
of separatc voters -1131, abuses of the voter rcgki‘;lr:dilo L,I:.’.ﬁlp'C.m“Pl|ill_10ﬂ
illc_ﬂfll printing of’ voters cards, illegal posaéssion ; ;‘0;150 1 boxes,
sufling ‘01 ballot boxes with ballo papers ‘faisiﬁcz::‘ s hOX_CS-
cesults, 1-llc:-.;al tl}u111b-printi11g of ballot paiacrs undcl:) ) ,OflC'CCl-'“”
illegal printing of the forms used for collation and (‘:icclarati;llbuf ';!Olm&
results, d_chbcratc rpfusal to supply election materials t iz areas
announcing results in places wh held o

cre no elections were held, un ;
2 , unauthorized
y mmmmc;‘;mcnt Otlitl:_lectmns results, harassment of candidates, agents and
voters, change of list of electoral officjal ,age
: : s and ballot box-sw
inflation of figures. switching and

' In the context of Nigeria, election rigging is an act or conduct of subverting the
entire electoral process through massive organized fraud to take over

governmental affairs in violation of section 1 of the 1999 and 1979 constitutions
(Umar, 2013).

The Concept of Political Stability: Political stability is closely linked to the

prevention of conflict and the promotion of peace. Generally, the concept of

political stability comprehends the following scope of meanings and nuanccs:
The absence of violence, government longevity, the existence of a
legitimate constitutional regime, absence of structural change, and, a
multifaceted societal attribution (Hurwitz, 1973).

More conventionally, political stability entails the absence of domestic civil
conflict and violent behavior. Hence, a stable polity is seen as a peaceful, law-
abiding society where decision making and politico-societal change arc the
result of institutionalized and functional procedures and not the outcome of
anomic processes which resolve issues through conflict and aggression
(Hurwitz, 1973: 449). To Osaghae (1995) political Stlablll[y whether in
democracy or quasi democracy, could not be pursued for its own sake. In the
circumstances of developing countries, what was (and still) more important is
good government that responds positively to the demands and t_:xpcctanons of
the people. He further asserts that, only a government that performs well can be
stable, if what sustains it in poweris voluntary support or conscn;‘o_f the citizens.
Simply put, political stability means the prev'alcncc (_Jf peace, polltlcai or.dcr and
sustainable progress in a polity over & period of time, It is characterized by
amiable civil relations and peaceful 'SOC.IO-pOlll.lCEll change that forecloses
Syslemic variability, uncertainty, volatility, insecurity, disequilibrium and flux,

Iheoretical Framework e o ‘
The liberal theory of democracy presents us with a heuristic tool for

interrogating the central issucs of this paper. The liberal theory of democracy is
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(s ¢

said to be common among capitalist and peripheral capitalist nation, This
notion of democracy emerged when capitalism became the dominant me, n}
production in Europe and North American supportcd by the phi]nsriphicﬂl
writing of John Locke, J.J Rousscau, John Stuart mill, Montesquicu ang Other
liberal writers whose theorics advocate private liberty, natural rights, social
Justice, majority rule and private property (Oddih, 2007). Bascd on this Premise

basic features of liberal democratic theory are:

a. Acceptance of capitalism,
b. Free. fair and periodic elections based on universal franchise,
c. Emphasis on civil liberties or individual rights such as freedom of speech

assembly, press and religion,
d. Competitive party system as oppose to one party system,
e. Pressure groups,

f. Rule of law,
g. Separation of powers and checks and balances,
h. Abhorrence of revolutionary approach to change the government (Ahimbola

and Adesota, 2012).

The central idea of the liberal theory of democracy is how to design a political
system which encourages individual participation and enhances moral
development of citizens. According to Abimbola and Adesote (2012:2), in a
liberal democracy, electoral process always gives room for the formation of
groups popularly called political parties which are expected to possess some
basic characteristics like political ideology, sincere political manifestoes, party
discipline, and strong internal democracy among others. Thus, competition
among these political parties is seen as part and parcel of democracy because it
helps to strengthen the quality and level of their service to the people. This is why
clectoral scholars like Agbaje (2006) and Omotola (2007) in Adesote and
Abimbola (2014:13) among others often argued that the significance of frec and
fair elections as a critical element of democracy cannot be over stated.

Liberal democracies usually have universal suffrage, granting all adult
citizens the right to vote regardless of race, gender or property ownership.
Liberal democracy may take the various constitutional forms: It may be a
Federal Republic, as the United States, Brazil, India and Germany. ©Of
constitutional Monarchy such as the United Kingdom, Japan or Spain. It may
also be a presidential or parliamentary system.

This theory is justified due to the fact that, it can help e
the challenges of sustaining Nigerian democracy or democratl
Nigeria's Fourth Republic as it designs the systematic structure the
democratic political system can cffectively function. Liberal theory i
democracy is an interesting theory in this work. It value lies in the fact ”‘“l_ .
€xposes and explains the expectation of any political systen, especially &

xamine ;umlynculb
¢ stability 1

ough which 4
b Ui
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phﬂSiZC the conduct of credible elections which ig

onsiblC foran enduring legitimacy and politjcal one of the |

¢m |
[csp actors
tion fraud and Political (in) Stability ip Nigeria

. :q g part of the democratic .
don s ocratic framework in the socicty hag i
) USC. will produce socio-economic and political Y at il properly put
l;,mocr.zltic political system to have enduring e -f development. For 4
Ciion process must be widely perceived as %‘réma?y. and stability, the
¢ : _ e,
Adewuyl. 2014). When elections are credible free andmfr'ancli transparcnt
omote democracy, human rights and security. But WE”’ “lcy can help
- el - e
fraudulent, they can trigger political instability and even vi?)l: cCtlo:S are
»012). This means that for democracy to fulfill i Vviolence (Annan,
i ; : ! 11l 1ts potential as a means of
cacefully resolving social and political conflict, the integrity of elections is
cucial. For Allera (12)005), Clectlol_ls arelconsidcred important aspects of
dCII}OCWCY» notionly because Of their role in determining succession but as a
basts for ]egl't imacy and ensuring accountability and good governance from
political parties that form government. This in the views of Ball (1990),
legitimize the status quo and further produces a degree of political stability
which political leaderships usually seek.

Despite the vital place that election holds in democracy in this 2Ist century,
the organization of free and fair elections remains a real challenge for new
democracies in West Africa, particularly Ni geria (Reynolds, 2009; Humkpe &
Gueye, 2010). In Africa, years of economic exploitation, mal-development and
bad governance have continued to fan the ember of conflicts and crises in the
continent. From Togo to democratic republic of Congo, Nigeria to Kenya and
Zimbabwe to Ivory Coast, and Gambia general clections have been widely
disputed and the recent annulled presidential election in Kenya by the supreme

' ivil ¢ in the country further confirmed the
court which could have course civil unres count _ 'd :
fraudulent activities of politicians towards elections in Africa. Evidence nias
shown that in the whole of African continent, only few states coulclillay clcalz Jo

i i ersally ac :
have genuinely conducted freeand fatrelechops that were universally accepled

i : d si dependence have been playedin

In Nigeria, the elections conducted since nacp ¢ hav ;

i . i ding elections arc 11 variably marked by
2 do or dic affair, the campaigns procecct g : :

i . ’ : Fagbchun 2013).With particular reference
Peltiness, intolerance and violence (Fag ;

et 3 i 1 (2012:6) identified clectioncering as one
oAl onicie of 1961 126]61; %’so \E;ords, “pre and post-election violence n

of the criticall able factor: iy i 3
ey nlc:ll “): C}:ll;n Region created unprccedcmcd.plolltlcflll instability™ m
Nigerta Violonee has become synonymous With MEETE palifisal e ;’:‘Ch
that virtually all clections held so far in the country are viplence - riafen.
Between 19}{:() and 2015 Nigeria had conducted ninc general clcc'uons and
Several ()lhcr) ]:::ti{)nq at ‘rcgional and state levels. The general clections were
held in 1964 i‘)?‘) 1‘}83 1999, 2003, 2007, 2011, 2015 and 2019, A survey of

iy ’ ; hows that none of these

the political history of post-in¢

stability,

leC

jependence Nigeria $
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elections was conducted in an atmosphere of a-PPng’qﬂb{:fmc:Clczlz;)fl‘]lbi*_c‘ciurity‘
which partly informed the collapse of lhr(:] 'plci‘f’:‘s ;olitical et FI::S' ang
subsequent intervention of the .mlhtary in Nigeri bllic o q]i C,) P"'l.(:al
evidence has shown that in clection$ conducted to pu : ( ; B ;ncstmg
arties arc involved inone form of electoral malpractices or other (Joseph, 1987.

Nigeria

e s d in Nigeria have been cruelly contested thy

In fact. the elections conducte e
the success of the democratic order has been comprormiscd. any commentators
tion conducted in Nigeria wag

and election observers argued that the 2007 elec '
However, they were just fast tg

the worst since the history of elections in ]\_Iigeria.
make this statement as they did not wait to assess the outcome of the 2019

general election in Nigeria and the subsequent November lé"f 20 I 9 election in
Kogi and Bayelsa states which were characterized with election irregularities,
snatching of ballot boxes, violence, compromise by the INEC officials, police
and other security agents, killings, sporadically shootings by thugs or what they
described as fake police, vote buying, intimidation of voters and candidate of
oppositions party among others. In fact this is so far the worst election in the
history of elections in Nigeria. It laughable to attest that thugs or fake police
overpowered 66,493 police deployed to Kogi and Bayelsa states to make sure
elections were violence free.

Historicity of Election fraud in Nigeria

The First Republic; The First republic was not devoid of conflicts that dovetailed
into political assassinations and violence, this occurs in the context of group
struggles to seek, hold or maintain power (Anifowose,1982) Prior to the 1966
coup, there was the 1964 General elections which was alleged to be fraught with
gross irregularities. The expression of discontentment to the election resulted in
civil uprising and political brouhaha, killings and reprisal attacks. It is
imperative to note that political violence associated with election and clectoral
processes in Nigeria commenced with the /959federal elections designed by
British to facilitate the transition from colonial rule to independence (Ogundiya
and Baba, 2005). Anifowose (1982:56) argue that the /959%lections were
fraught with violence and intimidation of political opponents, stuffing of ballot
bpxcs and wanton destruction of lives and properties. The proximate cause of
wolcncg was the defeat of Action Group party in the contest and, subsequentlys
dc_clar_atl_on of emergency rule in western region by the federal government of
ngcna in 1962. This was in addition to the existing feud in Action Group (AG)
which ended in the deposition of Chief S.L Akintola, the premier of the defunct
western region, from office. These electoral conflicts hei ghtened tensions
among party loyalists and eventually led to the imprisonment of Obafemi

Awolowo and Anthony Enahoro, amon 5 '
: S ”: g others on charges asonablc fclon
in 1963 (Okoliand lortyer,2014). ges of treasonable )
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ability in Nigeria's Fourth Republic

The 1964 federal elections and 1965 weslern regional elect;
nSI-iI\(‘ICDCHdCE]:.C :lccloml processes that also recorded ||:;L1[r“‘)f1:g o ”m.id{"”
\nifoWose (1982:62) argued that the mayhem of 1964 wais h-:q -L;dem(:d i
‘.‘mm"l the CL‘I?tCl' hct\\’CCn.NOI'Ihcrn People's legrcgq‘(\}}‘lt('f onthe desire to
"\G). the National Council of Nigeria and Cameroons I(l- ;)

Q;ﬂiunnl Council of the Nigeria Citizens) (NCNC) an(i lh:l;;ri;::(;.:'v; f:f. th(;
« dliona

pemocralic F’ariy (NNDP). The desire to win clections at all cost culminated inte
Iy K )

Gt competition between the parties and the emergence of United Progressiv
Grand Alliance (UPGA) and Nigeria National Alliance (NNA), Th c%:]?:m;
mancuvers that followed led to series of attacks counte; alhgl-)]( -l lcag
assassinali011s of perceived political opponents. . R

The political tension and crisis associated with the 1964 elections among
other factors eventually pave way to military intervention in 1966. For f.nstanccg
kurfi (1983:24) argues that the carnage, irregularities and controvcrsics.
arrounding the 1964 and 7965¢lections were responsible for the collapsc of the
first republic. Following a protracted military rule that lasted for thirteen years,
the Murtala/Obasanjo regime carried out a transition program and returncd the
country to civil rulein 1979.

. Action group

The Second Republic; The second republic of 1979 came with five registered
political parties, Great Nigeria People's Party (GNPP), National Party of Nigeria
(NPN), Nigeria People's Party (NPP), People's Redemption Party (PRP), Unity
Party of Nigeria (UPN) and later Nigeria Advance Party (NAP) which
participated in the 1983 general election. The 1979 election was the sccond
immediate testing ground for democracy after a thirteen-year Im!l'tary
administration which lasted from 1966-1979. The 1979 general clections
recorded minimal chaos except that some €ascs of Violence were rcpgrtcd in
some cases as a result of the fact that some parts of the country were aggrieved at
the outcome of the election. The major contending issuc was that of 2/.3 of _19
states which was resolved in favour of Alhaji Shehu Shagarl, NPN Pl’CSlldf:ntl{ll
candidate, by the Supreme Court (Alfaand Otaida, 2012:46). In contradiction to

the scenario in 1979, the 1983 election werc manipulated through the
: gime. The incumbent government won

incumbency influence of the Shagari, ¢ ; ST S
Using a lrcn?cl:dol:ls rigging and violence like was In ﬂ:ic first rc?l:lrl::\c::: Ld;t\ lllltzi:;
and this eventually gave the milil;ry a fertile ground to OVel g
0ve ; yer, 1983. L
tovernment on 31 DGO, oughtsome rlic s regards (0 how fect 4t
Comparing with 1964/19065 elections bul IfJH} CICCl.ll1ll.ll.}!Ele.(l:):( 'l!l..;\)dl( n‘l%
Standards set by 1979 clccii(m.'l'usni‘l’“”””“l_q_"ml,“.nl' .':l‘"‘“.( ',_“ . n‘utn‘:\.
K twsivive eatiusion invo VoD the NPN, lhc l‘l:!)l-,(.() ( Ilhlt Federal Electoral
| some scction ol the Judiciary had produced

Commigsion), the public ant " : .
itimacy by dint of even the most

Lovernments that could not claim leg
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Nigerian Jou nal of
. ~ - b} )' til]' l . .
; . requirement of a bourgeots democracy. Pointing he Igvcl of
B il s Kurfi (2005) notes: All sorts ol strategics and

- ~ ~ oleett 1 wWas, ; l "
lrillldlllt nt the ¢ lection ) T , e o !
stratagems including manipulation of the ballot or “rigging wcre cmploye in
Sl = " &

orderto win clection.

third Republic witnessed a proloqged Military ryle
hich never came to fruition. The mililary

e establishment of National Elector

Commission (NECON) and a two party structure; the Social Democratic Party
(SDP) and National Republican Convention .(NRC_) baspd on the
recommendations of the political Bureau of 1986, until its dissolutions in 1993,
NECON Conducted Local Government elections, 1991 Gubernatorial and
National Assembly elections and 1993 presidential elections. The 1993 election
was adjudged by transition monitoring groups as the freest and fairest elections
Nigeria has ever in her chequered political history produced (Okoli and lortyer,
2014:8). Sadly, however; the Ibrahim Babangida regime annulled the clection
which was presumed to have been won by Moshood Abiola of the SDP,
apparently to satisfy primordial group interest.

The annulment of this election result threatened the political stability and

unity of Nigeria and pushed the country back to deep seated political turmoil and
further military authoritarianism. Amidst tension that gripped the country
resulting from political instability that emanated from the winner of the said
clection who threatened mutiny if not given mandate in an election he won with
great margin, General Ibrahim Babangida stepped aside and handed over the
government to an interim government led by Chief Ernest Shonekan but this was
amere gimmick to usher in another military government as General Babangida's
second in command. General Sani Abacha dethroned the interim government
and ruled until he died in power.
The Fourth Republic; The Fourth Republic was ushered in by the 1999 federal
elections after years of military rule. As a result of the tortuous clamour for
democratic governance which was stifled by Babangida and Abacha's regimes'
protracted transition programs, the ability of Adulsalami Abubakar to put in
place a brief transition time table and actualized his promises filled the political
air with excitement and euphoria. However, the conduct of free, fair and credible
periodic elections by an unbiased electoral body including its empire as well as
other electoral officials and the adherence to democratic principles of
governance remain major factors responsible for the avoidance of electoral
violence in Nigeria.

Since the birth of the fourth republic in 1999, elections have never differed
from the previous ones conducted. The International Institute for Democracy
and Electoral Assistant (IDEA) (2001:217) emphasized that the process of
clection in Nigeria are characterized by stuffing of ballot boxes with papers,
over-bloating of voting registers, special treatment of voters, disappearance

The Third Republic: The
with unending transition programme w
democratic transition necessitated th
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 aegtruction of ballot boxes as w ,
olf de ot ot Oxcs. as W cll as distortion or doctoring ot
ults, and 1 al malpractice had become ¢ Ing of clection
sgerian political system. The designation of ]nc o .c"'rc”Cthl practice in
;-h;;ngc d fromNE.CON to Tndependent Nationd Fl]]c lnan(mﬂl clgclpral umpire
vet the change did not alter her attitude towa d‘ CIC oral Commission (INJC):
cJections. Political partics were allegedly invoi\:cz it . Con.duc[' of' free and fair
sscofthugsto harass opponents through active co nmassive rigging, as well as
At worsts the ruling elite resorted to using ju d,“f‘lvar}ce with security agents.
uphold their clections (IDEA, 2001 :217)-gFJIav:;2I;] tr]l:mnals to upjusliﬁably
Jlitical stability (Oxford Analytical, 2007). Tt can tra pof‘ s (or elections) affect
The 1999 elections did not engender ‘much Vi e i vionee.
e . 5 s : olence chicfly because the
Nigerian public was tired of Military dictatorship and thus was de {
form of democratic transition materialize. The 1999 gCltlcr:lll clcsc:F:ic;i e up
with three political partics; People's Democratic Party (PDP), All ;:11:21:;122
Pcoplt?s Part)( (ANPP), and the Al!iancc for Democracy (AD), ANPP and AD
came into alhanc-c. and fronted Chief Olu Falae who competed with PDP flag
wearer, former Military Head of State, chief Olusegun Obasanjo. Obasanjo, who
also come from Yoruba, did not attract support from his people because he was
picked by the military to run for the election. This made his people accused him
of representing the interest of the military oligarchy. The South-West rather
rallied support for Olu Falac but Obasanjo later emerged the winner in an
election that was seenas a mirage and as aresult was not taken serious (Nwokeke
and Jayum. 2011:135). The lackadaisical attitude shown towards the election by
Nigerians gave the military Junta the free hand to manipulate the election and
handed power to the person the hierarchy wanted.
Given the weak proceedings t0 the fourth republic, subsequent elections
could not help the manifestation of another round of clef:toral Violence. In ?003
another general clection was conducted; this was adjudged by“f‘temf'_“o”al
observers as the worst election ever conducted in Nigeria political history.
According to Ajayi in Nachana'a, Yusuf and Auwalu (20 14:13), opposition

political parties, intemational election observcrsl, l}(?al .monitors andyp;ro;
' the 2003 elections as lacking i transparency anc
?;Tnc;i:acélggrip:if Judng al (2014:12), also observed

l] 2 . (lCt C S \W “C 1

several of the part
could be said to help undermin€ the c]mnces of pea i e
Ugoh (2004), confirms this observation and particularly D ‘lmiin : ;\lmi:l .thc
politically motivated killings. No part of the cmmlrynlllc s diﬁn‘mi}:t‘w of
Federal Capital Territory (FCT) weas cxcmplc'(l ['ro‘m‘ \;:I I;)n ;hc no‘;'ll;-ccn‘nr'll
clectoral violence before, during and after cuic“,(-“j I“ir]:)-:ul'llr'nv'x States, Tsav ;u
States of Nigeria especially BEHE plateauk KOE! W0 HES prees of electora
Okoli and lortyer (2014) pnsils that there Wf.l‘t_ .v‘;!“‘ 1 -1-%}.&‘-]: Lo
violence unleashed on Nigerians. [n Benue state, 101 instance, Tarka, (nver

ies pursued pr
ceful and well-run clections.
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uku, Kwande, Ukum, Otukpo, nn(.I GlllPﬂ_ logal E?V?S““CQI areys
od the worst forms of clection CrIsis. » ome ol the violeng,

o the primarics of poiilical partics 1n 2002 (African Action
took place during the p : . otehed to the area to guar:
5003). In Kwande LGA where soldiers were dispatche Ayt Buaranteg
::ca;ri.l\' allegedly opened fire 02110:821)?1’ supporters on April 2003 killing over

m yan Rights watch, . v '
Oﬂhrf::?a(fsll:l;;\- andgLamd (2007:268) 'point out some vitzms of p(llllllica]
assassinations within the period to include: Theoqor}? ; 8“’3}:0 h(prlnmpa]
secretary to Imo state governor) Mr. and Mrs. Igwe (Onits fa ranch chairman of
Nigeria Bar Association and his wife), J ibola Olz_mlpckun (_ ormer commissioner
in hOyo State), Harry Marshall (ANPP 1.1at10na1 (fhall'ﬂ‘lal'l South-South),
Aminassori Dikibo (PDP South-South national chairman) Ez.c-Odumcg}vu
Okonkwo (Chairman Nnewi, South LGA of }_\nambra state), P].llllp QIurumya
(Kogi State chairman, SINEC) and Funso Williams (Governor ship aspirant PDP
Lagos) thus, high profile politicians and statesmen as well as innocent members
of the public, including minors have continued to fall victims of the cver
increasing electoral violence across the country from one state to the other, there
have been gory accounts of events including bloody clashes, killing and arson,
vandalism, abduction intimidation, victimization, propaganda and character
assassination.

The declining quality of Nigerian elections is increasingly scen as a threat to
democratic consolidation. The 2007 general elections were the third in the series
that map Nigeria's democratization since 1999. The elections offered another
opportunity for change and power turnover in the country. However, judging by
the overall quality and outcomes of the elections, the expectations of many
Nigerians and international partners were dashed. The elections were marred by
massive irregularities as reported by different accredited election observers like
the Transition Monitoring Group (TMG), Carter Centre (CC), National
Democratic Institute (NDI), International Republican Institute (IRI) and EU
EOMS (Nwangwu, 2005). In his part, Igbokwe (2009:1) is of the view that
nowhere is the fajlurc of the democracy project more pronounced than in the
conduct of elections. The three general elections held under the present
democracy were acts that shamed and mocked democracy. He argue further that:

What is more, the proceeding elections always turn out better than the
ones held thereafter, Thus, while the 1999 arranged clections Were
dcemed better than the 2003 vote allocation, the 2007 farcical charade
that drew worldwide opprobrium remains the topping to deliberat¢
clectoral fi rauds that were committed to preserve the most audactous and
corrupt wing of what passes as the country's political class in power

Gboko, Buruki
(LGAS) experienc

(Igbokwe,2009).
Ll_\c 2{]]17 general elections were described as the most rigaed in the history of
TOTIN fe - o : | ‘
1geria as almost all the rules that guide the process of elections were violated
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: ity by electoral criminals i
impunity al criminals and political sc
: 5 ﬂ[ h(..']\’ 2 Ve - .
puildup to 2007 general elections, there were i:ldiLcngm oy
ing to be fraught with rigging and other

“‘iﬂ
[n the

Ademowo 2015:9). For instance general Oluseg

and r i -
documented . c:p;)rted di fferc.:nt incidences of electoral violence in Nigeria,
and thus put the total at 967, which include 13 deaths from J "
2007 (IFES- Nigeri s from January 13 to April
30..4- ( 1geria, 20_07). The human rights watch also highlighted
incidence of pre-electoral violence in the run-up to Nigeria's April 2007
i hich was beset by political killi i ek
clections W st by political killings, bombings and armed clashes
hetween supporters of rival political factions (HumanRight Watch, 2007). The
former governor of Anambra State, Dr. Chukuemeka Ezcife, while commenting
generally on the status of democracy in Nigeria as in Adeyemo(2009), he opined
that:
...Democracy is associated with elections. How was the elections
conducted since 1999 till date? The 1999 election were disputed but it
was vastly better than the 2003 elections. People shouted foul about the
2003 election but that was infinitely better than the non- election of
2007. Each election has been worse, more flawed than the one before it.
We cannot continue like this if want to get our democracy right.

ral speech admitted that the

Late President Umaru Yar Adua also at his inaugu '
was flawed (Abimbola and

2007 general elections that brought him to power

Adesote, 2012). . ;
The 2011 elections conducted by INEC under 1ts chairman profes§or Jega
was applauded by both Jocal and international observers of being ?l:dlble and
transparent. But the conduct of the 2011 _elccnons wa's not wit illt ;;Jmc
challenges before, during and after the election (Nachanaa, 1ct ;ll ZI?EI)P). 1es¢
challenges were among others, the problem assoqlatcd uff_m t}; - zot:I:mg
formula that became the most contentious and c.am.jldgc}): " ll;\rltlzlsé g?'ﬁc(i)-sz \\::;;
rampart cases of underage registration o votmg}; o ?C were threfltc;wd and
resisted the pressure to rcgistcrmiﬂOTS and allow them volq b (ite of ‘thc
harassed into submission; cases of ballot box snﬂtc_‘"tl.g i pq Foal

open/secret system of voting as well as multlplt? thumb pII'l.I'l m&;,i :c u: cn [‘m‘ m1
camal to thumb print despite. ¢ capturing MACHE -]ta‘ \;L o 1l}51l'.(
clectronically; 60% of polling units were unable ~10|;\(I:ICJEE\TC'I\“1:~;W;:‘II- h‘l‘l.m. :T .\u\.\
accusation of ’outrighl fraud and collation amongst INEC agent: (Nachana'a et

i i .o (he previous ones was associated with
al, : Jections just like the previous ¢
2014). The 2011 elections ) | magnitude, posing deadly threats to the

violence of increased intensity anc he fourth republic
survival of the emerging democricy Wile '
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the polity
! : .almns that the exercise
O on(g{; of malpractices (Ojo and
: . . . i un Obasanjo was widcly ¢
‘ ; : } e’ “"ld
cde claring during electioneering campaigns that the 2007 election \vrljéf!;:)lct{]
a gto

.or - dic affair. ali
peado-0f d(;cof ;11‘1 hj s lity, the_ZOQ? general elections were inundated with
another roun malpractices, which informed yet another round of clectoral
violence across the country. For instance the IFES-Nigeria collcctcz
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violent demonstration in some Northern Slf"(i’; U;;::Ec‘;‘:'r‘:;]rg’;:]’CL‘:}:'WIng the
declaration of President Goodluck Joﬂ“_th:m O s for Progressi M- People
believed to be supporters of opposition; .Congrcsb o m”_r%hwc ( h?ln;z-f:
(CPC). burst into violent uprising unlcgshmg terror an’lel} dclstmycd Propertic.
worth millions of Naira (Alfa and Otaida, 20.12:48). 1€ 101{50 of the Vig,
President, Namadi Sambo was looted and raised and palaces of prominey
traditional rulers in the north were attacked. A_number pf members of Nation,
vyouth Service Corps were killed in mayhem In BfaUCh'* Gombe among others
(Eu, Eom 2011 in Alfaand Otaida 20 12:48). Alsoin Kadupa state, 1n reaction tq
INEC's declaration of Dr. Goodluck Jonathan, PDP candidate as the winner of
the Presidential Election, the then Inspector General 'of Police (IG) Hafix
Rimgim. Confirmed that 518 people, including six (6) police ofﬁce_rs were killed
in the post-Election violence that beclouded the state (Alfaand Otaida, 2014).

The 2015 general election was the fifth general elections since the country's
return to democratic rule in 1999. Concerned about the massive electoral fraud
witnessed in the past general elections in Nigeria, INEC deployment of the Card
Reader in 2015 general elections was to ensurc a credible, transparent, free and
fair election in order to deepen Nigeria's electoral process. However, the use of
the electronic device in the 2015 general elections generated mixed views of
Nigerians on the credibility of the election. INEC assessment however revealed
that the elections were peaceful and orderly in many parts of the country. Some
states nevertheless recorded significant cases concerning under age voting in the
Northern part and inflated figures in the some states like Rivers, Akwa Ibom,
Bayelsa, Enugu, Kano, Sokoto, Kaduna and Delta States (European Union
Election Observation Mission (EUEOM), 2015 in Onapajo, 2015). This also
includes a few cases of ballot snatching - with the aid of security officers in
number of states. For example, in Akwa Ibom State supporters of the opposition
party (APC) protested over perceived irregularities in the state elections calling
for the outright cancellation of the elections(Udo, 2015).

A number of violent incidents were also observed, the most affected being
Rivers, Akwa Ibom, Cross River, Ebonyi and Ondo states (Ndujihe and
Kurnolu, 2015). According to them, INEC's records show that therc werc 66
reports of violent incidents targeted at polling units, the commission's officials:
voters and election materials. There were in Rivers state (16 incidents). Ondo
(8), Cross River and Ebonyi (6 each), Akwa Ibom (5), Bayelsa (4), Lagos and
Kaduna (3 each), Jigawa, Enugu, Ekiti and Osun (2 each), Katsina, Plateat
Kogi, Abia, Imo, Kano and Ogun (1 each) (Ndujihe and Kurnolu, 2015). They
further gmlﬁrmcd that, allegation of wide rigging continued to trail the o
ofclcc'uons in Akwa Ibom state, the APC, called attention to cascs 08 F€/
snatching, organized violence, withholding of sensitive clectoral materia®
among other anomalies during the presidential and national assembly as wellas
the governorship clections in the state, Despite the mixed views of Nigerians o

The announcemet

utcome
{ ballot
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cdil?ilil}'. the 2015 election seems better than the four previ
md pie cnc‘cs m]d CODUPVEISY, previous elections on
The history of gcncral clections in Nigeria has bee

\\'iL‘ICSpI‘Cﬂd malpr.acllc.cs anld violence. According to ‘U‘dU’C]:I;( characterized by
:015;200), clections 1n Nigeria have been associated \:vilh ‘{"C(ic ﬂm'. I:,zckwc
solence s_mcc the Fourth Republic. It has become the men lrr?glllﬂrlillcs ’f”"
ccause SInce }999, the outcome of elections in the counltl . I"nﬂﬂlplllnhrm
eflected the .Wlll of the voters due to the avalanche of electry Ildv'c scarccly
o erienced in the process (Suberu, 2007 and Oddih, 2007) Ojré mdzigm:hccs
qsserts that, sincc the return to civil rule in May 1999 l’he Couﬁtrcg[a ( _07.255)
more violence with an estimated loss of life of more ;han 10 ODgpljs I:;:l:;c;::}:;!

during the period of elections.

e el

FactOTS' Preventing the ponduct of Credible, Free and Fair Elections in
Nigeria's Fourth Republic
Th?, administration of the electoral process in Nigeria has been far from
satisfactory: Some of the factors responsible for lack of free and fair clections in
Nigeria include:
The Nature and Character of the State; Social Science literature isreplete
with several strands of thoughts and explanations on the persisting and
deepening incidence of electoral fraud in Nigeria's body politics, however, this
explanation appears to melt in the boiling pot of the character and parasitic
nature of the Nigerian state. The state power in Nigeria has largely been used as
an instrument of personal, sectional, class or primordial agenda (Okolie,
2005:434). The immensity of state power and its proneness 10 abuse with
impunity had in the past ruled out a politics of moderation and mandated a
politics of lawlessness and extremism, for the simple reason that the nature of
state makes the state power irresistibly attractive. Indecd, the spate of electoral
violence in Nigeria's electoral process 18 Jargely a product for th_e pg]itical
leadership to use the instrument of the state 10 commit acts of criminality and
unmitigated electoral fraud resulting in the imposition of unpopular and
uneleced candidates on the people (Okolie, 2005)-

Weak Institutional F ramework; The weakness 0 |
and architectures associated with democratic culture and practice also account

+ for the progressive intensity of electoral \./iol_er_lce in Nigeria. For 1‘ns‘t:;n‘cc: ithc‘
clectoral body, (INEC), the police and the !ud!crary have always ‘_’Cf-" a 1}“:‘_;} 0‘
playing politics with their respective const.ltutlonal and statutory IF.‘-D(?I:I%I‘ ] mut
in terms of unequal representation of the mlcrcsls.nf the pplltlc!a ‘p‘n!m..t- at -Ol'lt:
time or the other. Spcciﬁcnll y within the currcm.dtspcnsalmn. l 1fth ",1513}1“.“2
are severally indicted of complicity with tllf: ruling parly at the LCI}trT. .( jo anc

Adernowo, 2015:12). For instance, [NEC is the most nu.p(?rt:mt. institution m
Nigeria's present democratization interms of clectoral administration because of

£ some key institutions
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its sensitive assignment, which includes the registration of political Partie .
the monitoring of their financial activities but more importantly the condy, b,
elections for various political offices. These include the supervision of :,t of
primaries and the actual conduct of gencral clections. However, h\,]":'(r_'}’
performance in all of these functions since 1999 has been abysmal (Ya gh“}’:li.us
2011). 5
Accordingly, while the main role of the police during an election is t¢ Protee
lifc and property, to preserve electoral law, to prevent and detect electorg] crinL .
to maintain order and to create, by means of effective policing, a f'avour,It:lc.
climate in which a democratic election can take place. An asscssmcn([ cr
clectoral sccurity in Nigeria's democracy since the beginning of the Four?h
Republic in 1999, indicate that the public is wary of the security personne]
who have turned in to small gods aiding and abetting electoral irregularities m
the country (Chukwurna, 2001; Idowu, 2010 and National Democratic Institute
2012 in Oni, Chidozie and Agbude, 2013:7). To Hounkpe and Gueye, (201 0) thf_:
poor skills and irrationality by which the police performs these functions l;avc
however often led to loss of life, injuries and destruction of property as the police
conduct has always catalyzed instead of diluting chaos.

Huge Salary and Remuneration Attached to Public Offices; As a result
of the huge salary attached with both executive and legislative elective positions
in Nigeria, those who find their way into this public offices find it extremely hard
to relinquish power as they become acclimatized with the financial rewards and
other privileges that come with their office (Chris, 2016). For instance, the take
home of a local government councilor is outrageous, to say nothing of the state
representatives and senators. The high salaries and other remuneration which
make politicians super-rich also make it difficult for them to let go if they lose at
the polls. This is why electoral contest in Nigeria become a do-or-die affair.

Systematic Corruption; Nigeria has not been able to have foolproof
election due to the corruptive nature of some Nigerians. This has for a very long
time find its way into all areas of Nigeria's political and socio-cconomic systems
(Chris, 2016). This made it easy for an election official to collect money froma
political party, candidate or their agents for the purpose of altering the outcome
of an election. Even the voters are given money in exchange for their votes. In
some cases, the election officials or the voters themselves demand for bribe. The

consequences of this are the flaw of the whole electoral process.

The Power of Incumbency in Nigeria _
The power of incumbency in Nigeria still remains a large factor in the
determination of election outcomes. All state apparatus and even the state
treasury are employed to ensure the return of the incumbent government, cven 1:1
the situation whereby the incumbent leader is tovacatc his post after sp‘cndu{,.
the maximum term in office, the person will do all within hlﬁ
power to ensure the election of the candidate on the platform ofhis political part
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Nnamant. (2014:84). This is achicv

cd by using the medi: ; ,
all other resources in his dis y using the media, the security agencics,

and Yosal. The sad scenarios of ;
ndicates that almost all the serving Si)vcr:: htlldl scenarios of 2011 clections
uhhosition in their respective areas of jurisdi ors designed ways to muscle out
s and propertics ropi § ol jurisdiction. The intense heat led to loss of
R ICS Toping opponents into political crimes

Godfatherism; In Nigeria, political god : '
and national levels (Humm; Rigl £5d1athers sontol the pardas gt local
o arewain, 2007). These 1ight Watch, 2007 and Omobowalc and
()lgn ld‘i_(lj " .c-s b l::sc godfathers select the delegates who elect party leaders
and candidates through control of the delegates: i 3 S

S * ates; they decide 1S arty's
nomination and leadership positions. The gctivitiesyfﬂ ¥ “"Zf? gﬁls e

b dissatisBiction i e of these godfathers create so
mue n in the political process because they di d formal

cedures for party nominati : i€ they Ciatogars JorNa
_prto Nigeria's poli t'y h ination of candidates. The insurgence of godfathers
;“‘ii o%' s a?tivi 1Cs t}i:s been a great disturbance bringing with it an enormous

0a negativity, the consequences of this is the resulting violence
characterized with Nigeria's inter-party and intraparty politics.

High Rate of Illiteracy in Nigeria; This development results to a flock of
electorates who are unaware of their rights and privileges and this make them
easy target of politicians maneuvers (Chris, 2016). They can be casily cajoled,
tl}reatencd', gn_d brl_bed into the wrong exercise of their franchise, and some will
aid the politicians in ballot stuffing, election thuggery, and general disruption of
the electoral process.

High Poverty and Unemployment Rates in the Country; In all, the
struggle to win and control state power and use same for personal economic
advantage is the root of all electoral frauds and malpractices in Nigeria. Okafor
(2003) in Orban (2008:10), and Akuul (2013) collaborates the foregoing thesis
when they asserted that Nigeria's political instability can be traced to socio-
economic factors particularly poverty. Poverty as it is threatens life and the
anxiety to go on living pushes the people to ctptions. dctpmenta] to stable
governance. The rich few in the society also exploit the situation of the majority
to influence and determine their actions (Akuul, 2013; Orban, 2008).

Unemployment is still very high giving rise to all forms of ethno/religious

conflicts, armed robbery, cultism, and assassination galore. Political violence

receives a boost because of the large army of unemployed yc_mu_ths who arc ready
to be cured for a fee. Because of the patronage by the politicians, these youths
have organized themselves into cult groups and thugs (Akuul, 2013).

The Effect of Flawed Elections on Political Stability in Nigerian in the

Fourth Republic _ _ _
Elections especially its freencss and fairess constitute the central factor in

ensuring democratic survival. The con(_lucl Of fl'Bf% fair a_nd credible periodic
clections by unbiased clectoral body including its umpirc as well as other
clectoral officials and the adherence to dqmocrahc pnnclpltfs of governance
remain major factors responsible for the avoidance of v'u)lcncc inany democratic
society. According 1o Omodia (2009) in Alfa and Otaida (2012:47), the lack of
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free and fair clections threatens the democratic process as a result of legiting,,
Italso generates into unprecedented violence (Abimbola and Adcsotc; 2014;13,
More importantly, high degrees of conflict or contmu.ous CIF:Ftornl violence arc,;
capable of creating political unrest and as result instability; and slow the
sustenance and consolidation of democracy as well as development (Abimby,
and Adesote2014:13). '

In Nigeria, a common feature of elections and clectoral process is that it
been by irregularities, fraud and lack of credibility (Nachana'a ct al, 2014:15),
Election rigging or irregularities have failed to produce a government that wi|
be popularly acceptable. This is because some of the leaders that emerged
victorious in her elections have found themselves in the corridors of powerusing
all forms of manipulations and this restricted the chances of true candidates from
winning the election even though they are people's choice. When this unpopular
candidate is clected, the people willbe reluctant to support his administration as
they feel that the government is a stolen mandate.

To Oddih (2007), when an election is rigged the choices of the citizens arc
invariably annulled and the government that emerges cannot represent, protect,
and affect the interest and aspirations of the people. This, invariably, has led to
virtually, all the social, political, economic, and cultural problems Nigerians are
still battling with today. Economically, production of goods and services is still
very low, the naira currency has never appreciated against major foreign

currencies like the US dollar or British pound sterling. Unemployment is still
very high giving rise to all forms of ethno/religious conflicts. Armed robbery,
cultism, and assassination galore, strike actions by labour unions and pressurc
groups; are features of contemporary democracy (Oddih, 2007 in Jega and
Ibeanu, 2007:180). Nearly all the states of the federation have experienced onc
form of mass violence or the other, ranging from the Bakassi’/MASSOB,
Afenifere, OPC, Ijaw/Isekeri, Odi, Umuleri/Aguleri, to Benue/Taraba, Kaduna,
Kano, and Plateau crises (Oddih 2007 in Jega and Ibeanu, 2007:180). According
to Lopez Pinter (2010:9), electoral fraud has more serious political implications,
in that itallows a party or candidates to take over public positions contrary to the
popular will. This undermines the democratic process and usually leads 10
clectoral violence, insecurity and political instability. It is important to
emphasize here that though violence has been a long-standing feature of the
democratization process in the post-colonial Nigeria, its recent manifcstations
especially since the birth of the Fourth Republic has assumed an unprecedented
magnitude thus constituting a major threat to political stability.

Reports indicate that, more than 11,000 people were killed in hundreds of
scparatc outbreaks of politically motivated communal violence in Nigeria
between 1999 and 2007(Anickwe and Kushie, 2011:8). During the same period.
the country recorded scveral high cases of politically motivated assassinations.
According to ljere (2015:32), the events have shown that the hope and
expectation of Nigerians of the suppose gains of democratization has been
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hreatened Dy incessant violence that have consumed {hous; ds of I
rendcrcd thousand more internally sands of lives,

displaced ies i
s destroye d. Forinstance, the p P and propertics worth millions

olitical unrestand i i i
. _ pate of insccurity whicl
pave invaded parts of the northern geo-political zone have their ]inkz to l;c]

disputcd presidential electionsin 2011, For the umpteenth time, it has shown that

olitics of tolerance and accommodation, bargaining and compromise are yet to

be Cl}lhfom;dzg‘l 1thc Fourth Republic politics. The aftermath of the general
clections © continue to pose major threat to the socio-cconomic and
pohhcal development of the country.

Conclusion

The persistent aqd endemic nature of election fraud in Nigeria overtime has
remained a clog in the wheels of democratic progress and invariably portends
danger for. democratic consolation. Thus, election rigging is without doubt a
mamfestathn of the failure of democratic consolidation, and a threat to
democr_acy in -the country. Therefore, for the democratic politics to enjoy both
domestic and international acceptability and legitimacy, the value orientations

of the political elites must be transformed so that elections are not regarded as a
game to be perverted at will to achieve anend.

Recommendations

Based on the above scenario, the following recommendations to improve the

electoral process and to enhance free and fair elections in Nigeria:

1. Introduction new technology into our electoral process. There is every need by
INEC to further deploy technology in other areas of the clectoral process,
especially in results tabulation and transmission, in online voters'
registrationand evenin piloting clectronic voting..

2. The Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) and relevant
agencies such as the National Orientation Agency (NOA-) shog]d en?bark on
vigorous education and value-oricntation ar?d re-orientation aimed at
repositioning democratic institutions and the citlzcnrx. B _

3. Pragmatic and proactive effort must be made by those in position of authority
to create employment opportunities and reduc'e poverty. | |

4. Godfatherism should be discourages if the nation must l_lve up to its nz‘ltlionnl
development. This will help todevelop self‘-col?ﬁdcncc in voters ar]d c1l1zc'ns
and they will be able to successfully cope with and fight associated with

S. SELC::iltznaZ:;li. must be professional and properly 1nl[:_1lc:d in thl. rolf‘s :hq are
expected to perform both during and after °|°°“‘°"‘; . I'c' = f““ "‘-‘“ cney o

over protect the ruling party is unacceptable. Sceut If): 1:!5:-“"{' .H“lliht be seen to
be impartial and must resist being used for CI_CC“"I‘.’“:" 'l'“l‘llm'LL{ . -
6. Party politics should be made less rewarding, SpeClatiy the aspect of
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salarics andother remuncrations attach to public office.
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